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Heb. 13; 7. 

Remember them whith have the rule over you, who have 
ſpoken mnto the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow, 
conſidering the end of their converſation, 

2 Per, 1, 12, 13, 

Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you alwayes in re- 
membrance of theſe things, though ye know them, and be 
eſtabliſhed in the preſent Truth, 

Tea, I think.it meet, as long 4s 1 ami in this tabttnatle, to 
fir You up, by purting you in remembrance. 4 
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Ads 20. 32. 
And now, Brethren, { commend you to God, and to 
the Word of bts Grace, which is able to bald you 
up, and to grue you an inberitance among them 


that. are ſantlified, 


He bleded Apoltle Pax being from all Eternity 
: intended and deligned by God to be a glorious 
| Prefident of the Kiches and Almightineſ\ of his 
Pardoning Mercy and Converting Grace, (as 
the Apoſtle tells you, 1 7:wp. 1.14.) God did therefore 
cauſe his Grace in the Converhon of Paw! not only to 
bound, but to ſuper-abound ; As it is there exprefied, 
YmTupragdiragts xoet 1; xpiriuer, He that was a Blaſ- 
phemer, and was 2 Perſecutor, and was Injwrioms, being 
now by the rich and powerful Grace of God converced 
to be a Believer, to be a Preacher, to be a Martyr, 

So the Lord Chriſt, tetls him at bis fult appearing to 
him, \as-bimſelf records it, Ati 26, 16, 1 heve aps 
praved to thee, to maky thee a Minſter, and « Martyr ;; 
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Non cmrvis competit, Every Saint of God is not 
called ro ſuch a degree of Honowr, as to be made a Mi 
miſter and a Martyr the firſt day, and that of their con- 
verſion, No more than every King hath the honour to be 
a King as ſoon as be comes into the World, But this was 
the exceeding abundant Grace of God towards Pau!, 
above all others, 

Pan! had now ſpent about ſome eighteen year? in the 
painful and laborious diſcharge of his Mimftry, though 
not without ſome 1ntermixtures of bitrer Sufferings, 
Drops of that great Martyrdom, whereby he was to cloſe 
and ſcal up his Miniſtry at laſt, and glorifie Gd. 

And having it now revealed to him, that the time 
was drawing nigh wherein he muſt be offered up unto 
the Sacrifice and Service of that Faith Which be had 
ſo long preached, having viſited ſeveral of the Chur- 
ches planted by his own Miniſtry, he now makes haſt 
to Jernſalem, though he knew that was the place where 
the Tragedy of his Suffering was to begin, v. 22, 23, 

Having therefore for the more expedition, determi- 
ned to /{:p by Epheſus (for ſo the word earernd re (ige 
nifes) and not to towch or enter there, for fear of beirrg 
109 long detained among them, and yet not willing /»- 
ſalut atos preterave, to paſs by his Chriſtian Friends and 
Brethren there, without ſo much as ſaluting them, 

Therefore from CAilerms, he ſends to Epheſas, and 
calts the Elders of the Church thither, to Miletws, to 
him, ver. 17, 

Eybeſus was the Metropolis, the cheif City of the 
leſſer Aſia, where Paul had ipent at ſeveral times three 
years, in the preaching of the Goel, and by the bleſ< 
fing of God upon thoſe labours, had gathered there a 
Famous, and a Glorious Church unto Jeſu Chriſt, and 

had there, as in other Churches, AQs 14, 23. conſti« 
ined and ordained Elders, to whom he rehigned the whole 
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Care and Gover unent PER Churches, and that by the 
direftion and apporntment of the holy Ghoſt himſelf. 

It is obſerved by many ( and is indeed very 00» 
vious,and eaſy to obſerve) that though here bz menti- 
on of a Metropolis, or chief City, Epheſws, and mention 
of a Church in that City : The Church of Epheſus, ye 
here is no mention of a Metropolitan Biſbop,or any Biſhop 
at all, as cercainly there would t:ve 5en, if there bad 
been a B./b p or Superintendant over that Church; but 


Elders, who did goyern Communi Conſilio, and all and 
every one of thoſe Elders werz equally +mi7276, 2nd 
that Sa Drvino : Not one Bijhopgand the reſt of them £!- 
ders of an inferior order, 

To theſe Elders thus aſſembled Pax! gives his Z:t- 
mum Vale, in this pathetical parting ſpeech, Wh:rein 

Firſt, He looks back to the courſe of his Miniltry 
already paſt among them, ver, 18. 21, 

Secondly, He looks forward to his approaching Wt - 
fering and Martyrdom, ver. 22, 23, 24, Where he 
iheweth that he was a Marin. Anima, Vato, Cf Pro- 
poſito, already, 

Thirdly, He tels thera this is the laſt time that ever 
they thall behold him, ver. 25. And as Samwel when 
he was laying down his Ofhce of Magiſtracy,appeals to 
the People concerning his integrity in the Magiltracy, 
1 Sam. 12,3, So Paul here aypealsto theſe concei- 
ning his uprightneſs, and fairhfulneſs in the diſcharge 
of the Miniſtry, Happy are thoſe Magiſtrates, and Mie 
mſters that when they are leaving their Office aud Im- 
ployment can make theſe appeals, 

Fourthly, He exhorts them unto a dee care, Firlt of 
themſelves, and then of the Flock commicted to them, 
upcn a twofold account, Furſt, becauſe it was the 

: : A 3 Flock, 
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Flock over which the Holy-Gboſt had made them Over- 
ſeeres. Secondly, Becauſe it is the Flock, which Ged 
hath purchaſed by his own Blood, ver. 28. 

Fiftly, He enforceth this care and dil;gence further, by 
a preditt;on of the danger which he ſaw threatning the 
Church, and the Flock of Chiiſt among them, v.29,30, 

S1x:hly, He reſumes the Exbortation again, and 
prefleth it under another term,of Watching, and urgeth 
It by his own example, ver, 31. 

Seventbly, He fairly and piouſly takes his /eave of them 
in ver. 32, And afterwards propounds his own ex- 
ample again unto them for imitation ; and ſo the ation 
concludes on his part with Prayer, ver. 36, on their 
parts With'Tears, ver. 37,38. A ſolemn and [1d parting. 
Iovthe words of the 32, verſ. you have, 

ruſt, The Agent, 1 Paul, by the appointment of 
God a Miniſter,once your Miniſter, now no longer like 
to be your Minſter, nor « Miniſter unleſs in bonds. 7 
Pas! \ There is the Agent. 

Secondly, We have the Aft [Commend | Our Eng- 
liſh word, commend, is ambiguous ; ſometimes ut hgni- 
hes to praiſe a perſon or thing , ſo 2Cor. 3. 1. Dowe 
commend our ſelves ? or nted we, as ſome others, Epiſtles 
of commendation to you, or Letters of commendation from 
Jon ? Sometimes our Engliſh word, Commend, figni- 
fizch to reſign, or deliver up, or commit a perſon or 
thing to the care or truſt of another ; ſo Luke 23, 
45. Father into.thy hands I commend my Spirit, But 
in the Original there is no ambiguity, the word that 
fignifherh to commend by way of praiſe,is either eravis, 
as Luke 16, 8. or aap'sywr, 1 Cor, $.8, or ovricew, 
Kom, F. = ard A} CI cuyirara, 2 Cor. 2. I, and 
5. 12, bu: the word uſed to fignifie commending, by way 
of truſt 15 Taidlin a, as Luke 23, 46, All: I4. 223. and 
Nacis the word here uſed in the Text, I commend you, 
that 
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thatis, I reſgne you over, 1 deliver you up, 1 commit you 
to the Truſt of God, That is the ſecond thing, the 
Act. 

The Third thing is the S«b/et of this Act, or the per- 
ſons thus commended | You| amplified by their relative 
compellation,'Bretbren, | Brethren, 1 commend you to God | 
It is clear that this relates to the E/ders of the Church 
of Epheſizs, and itis prodadle that ſome of the Yalgar, 
ſome of the Plebs might bz there allo ; eſpecially it 
they. underſtood that Par! now ſent for the E/ders to 
take his left /eave of them, doubleſs ſome of the Bre- 
thren and Church-Members would willingly put them+ 
ſelves to the trouble of 1o (mail a journey to be pretene 
at this ſolemn parting : and if you conhder well tne 
words of the 20, 25, & 27 verſes, methinks it is more 
than probable that thzre were preſent upon the place 
ſome of Panls ordinary hearers, and ordinary members of 
the Church, as well as the Elders ; therefore we may 
ſafely conclude that this, yow Brethren, includes both 
Elders and People. Brethrea, 1 commend you, 

The fourth thing coni1derable,is,the Perſon to whom 
he doth thus canmmend theſe Breabren, and that is, hift, 
to God,the Wiſe, the Gracious, the Faithful, the Almighty 
God : The ſame God, to whom with my Lord and 44- 
fter Feſus Chriſt, I would commend my ſpire it 1 were 
Now 4 dying, into bis bands I commend you, 1 com- 
mend you principally, and in the tult place to God ; and 
then ſecondly, and ſubordinately, to the Word of his 
Grace, as a pwwerful means and inſtrument of God unto 
you ; Brethren, I commend you to God, and the Ward of 
bu Grace. 

Fiftly, You have here the Exlogie of this word, 
which is able to build you up, and to grove You an inhers- 
tance among them that are ſartlified | which clauie may 
either refer to God, I commend you ts God Who is able to 
A 4 build 
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build you wp, and give you an immbemitance among them 
that are ſanctified ; or to the Word of bic Grace, 1 com- 
21:nd you to God, and the Word of his Grate, which is able 
ro build you wp Fc, and ſoin the Original, 7 $16 £7- 
Ag yu Tg yauurlt dls Iu Syreyire ; that is, God is able 
by his Word to build you wp, and bring you to Heaven : 
Or, The Word of God is able to build you wp in Grace, 
and bring you to Gloyy, 

Liſtly, You have the time when Paul doth thus iu. 
diouſly and folemnly commend the Brethren to God, 
and to the Word of bu Grace , and that is, Now, Now 
thit I am departing from you, never to ſce your faces 
more ; Now that atter my departure grievous Wolves 
ſhall enter among you, Now, Brethren, 1 commend you to 
God, and to the Word of us Grace, which 1s able to build 
you up, and giug you 4n inheritance awong all them that 
are {anflified] 

Which words will afford variety of Obſervations, 

Firſt, For the term of Compellation, | Brethren. ] 
This term, Brother, or Brethren, faith Hierom, quadr. 
pliciter atcipieey, is taken four manner of wayes. 

1, Fitlt, For thoſe that are born of the ſawe Pa- 


reuts. 


2, Secondly, For thoſe that are of the ſame Linage, 
though not of the ſame immediate Parents ; thoſe whom 
we call Couſins, are uſually in Scripture called Brethrey 
and Siſters, 

2." Thirdly, For thoſe of the ſame Nation, 

4. Fourthly, For thoſe of the ſame Rehgion and 
Profeſſton. 

5. To which we may add, fifthly, For thoſe of the 
ſame place and co-habitations : Thus 'Lot calls the men 
of Sodom, Brethren, Gen. 19. 7- 

6. Sixthly, They are called Brethrey, that are of a 
like quality and diipoſition: ſo Prov. 18,9. He the 
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is flothful in kis work, us | Brother to bim that #s 4 great 
waſter, 

ere it is uſed upon no other but upon a Religroms 
Account, The Apoſtle calls theſe Perſons here pre- - 
ſent, Brethren, b:cauſe he and they, had one Lord, one 
- aith, one Baptiſm, ons God and Father ; therefore Bre- 
foren. by 
If we ſuppoſe this Compellation uſed to the Elders 
of the Church of Epheſw, then we may reade in itthe 
exceeding great humility and condeſcenſron of the bleſ- 
{ed Apottle Pax/, who though be was adyanced to an 
Office and Dignity of higheſt Eminency of any that ever 
Chriſt inftituced in his Church, even che Office of an 
Apoitle ; which is another manner of Ticle and Dig- 
nity, than that either of B:ſh1p or Arch-B. ſbop, or Pa- 
triarch, or Cardinal, or Pope : And though the Apoltle 
ſufficiently under{tood how to magnitie this Office af 
his, when neceſlicy or occaſion required it, Rew,1x.13, 
yet ſo modeſt and humble 1s the Apolile,that he doth not 
diſdain to give unto a company of poor plain Pretbyters 
or Elders of the Church, that were in Office, and (que- 
ſtionleſs) in Gifts and Graces many degrees inferiour 
to the Apolile, yer I ſay, he doth not diſdain to give 
unto them the titlz and reſpec of Bretbres, 

So that other Apoltle Peter, whom the PapiiFs for- 
ſooth would fain have to be the Prince of th: Apoſtles, and 
Head of the Church, (ee what modeſt language he uſeth 
to the Elders of the Church, 1 Per.5.1, T be Elders that 
are among you 1 exhwt, who am alſo ougo;u16%14e18, 2 
fellow-Elder with your ſelves. One would think it would 
have ſounded berter, and more like the Prince of the 
Church, to have ſaid, Fe will and require you, We Peter 
by divine diſpenſation, Prince of th! Apoſtles, Head of the 
Church, the Vicar of Chriſt, ts whom the Keys of Heaven 
os given, WE will andrequite, We charge and _— 
the 
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the Elders that are among you to feed the Flock of God, 
This indeed is more according to the language and ge- 
#:xs of thoſe that pretend to be the Succeſſors of Peter, 
and of the Apoltles. But thole Primitive and purer 
times knew no ſuch d:faxce bztwixt the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ; nor no luch Lardiineſs of the one over the 
other ; the higheſt Officet in tne Church looking upon 
the loweſt, as Brethren and Fellow- Eldprs. 

Theſe gracious ard holy Souls had nor yet forgotten 
the Words of their Lord and Maſter, Luke 22. 25. The 
Kings of the Gentiles | xwetwen, aw \ lord it over them, 
and they that exerciſe Authority upon them, are called wwi- 
yeram, Benefattors. Yu; B un tlo;, But a4 for you it 
ſpall not be ſo; but he that ts greateſt among you, let him 
be w5; - reoTe«do;, 4s the younger, x; 5 1 y<put v5. And he 
that 1s, Ruler or Govern among you , ws > digxoror, as the 
Deacon, or Miniſter, or Servant. The Servants of 
Chriſt had nor yer forgot theſe Words of their Lord 
and Maſter, Necdum effuſum erat venenum in Eceleſiam, 
But the Apoſtles of Chritt walked in the Reps of their 
Lord and Maſter, being meck_and lowly of heart, Marth, 
1. 29, and thereby approving themſelves to be the 
true Minifters of Chrift, Whereas Pride and diſdain of 
others, 1s 2 property and badge not of the Servants of 
Chriſt, but of Antichrift, 

It is a notable Story, that which B:dz tels in the 
ſecond Book of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory and the ſecond 
chapter, that when Auſtin the Monke, whom ome are 
ambitious to make the Apoſtle of Eng/axd : When he 
was ſent by Pope Gregory the great to preach to the 
Angles or Saxons that dwelt in this Land, he found a 
contiderable company of the Britens, the ancient and 
native Inhabitants of this Country,profeſſing the Faith 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and living religiouſly and de- 
youtly,only differing ſrom the then Church of "ee n 
ome 
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ſome Circumſlancer,as in point of the keepirg of Eafter 
and ſome Ceremonies yſed inFapi:ſm,& the like; where- 
upon he called a Con#71/,or a Syrod,and invites theBri- 
tans thither,and accordingly divers of the motiLearned 
and Religious among them applied themſelves to the 
journey ; bur in the way they judged it convenient to 
take the advice of one that was of great Eminency for 
Prudence, and Holineſs of lite, et Anachoreticam duce- 
bat witam, and to enquire of him whether they thould 
be perſwaded by Auſtin to leave their ancient Cuſtoms, 
and follow his, or no. His anſwer to them was, Ss 
Homo Du fit, ſequimint ewnms ; If he be a man of God, 
follow him. Buk\ſay they, How ſhall we be ſure of 
that. Why, ſaith he ag1in, Our Lord ſaith, Take my 
Y.ks wpon you, and learn of me , for 1 am meek and low. 
ly of heart. If therefore, 1aith he, this Azftiz be meek. 
and /owly of heart, it is a fign that he hath taken the 
Yoke of C brit upon him, and offers no other yoke to you ; 
bur if he be ſuperbus & immu, 1f he be haughty and 

roud, Canſftat erm non efſe de Deo ; 1t is manifeſt that 
be is not of God, neither are ye to regard what he 
faith. Bur,ſay they again, How ſhall we know this, how 
hall we know whether he be proud or lowly ? Why, 
faith he, order it ſo, that He and hu Party may come 
firſt to the place of meeting, and if when you come in, 
he riſeth ap to you, know that he is the Servant of Chriſt, 
and hear him obediently, But if he defpiſe you, and will 
not ſo much as riſe off his ſeat to you, do you dr{ffiſe him, 
Fecerunt wt dixerat, They did as he directed them ; 
and Auſtin not nfng up to them at their coming in, 
they concluded him a proud man, and ſet themſelves 
the more to oppoſe him. 

Burt if we enlarge the Perſons, and take in not only 
the Elders, but the reſt of the Charch, ſuppofting them 
preſent upon the place, as 1 have ſhewed _ we 
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have probable cauſe to do, than the term Brethren, 
may afford unto us this Obſervation, 

OdMſ. That there ts a near relation, even the relation of 
Brethren, between Preachers and People, founded upon the 
Eccount of Religion and Grace. 

This near relation is {ometimes expreſled under the 
notion of Father and Children, I ſprakh, unto you, 4s unto 
my Children, 2 Cor. 6, 13, My little Children, with 
whom I travel in birth, Gal.q4.19. 1 have no greater joy 
than to hear that my Children walk in Truth, 3 John 14. 
Sometimes this near relation 18 expreſſed under the no- 
tion of a Nurſe and Children; ſo 1 Theſſ. 2. 7. But we 
were gentle among you, even 414 a Nurſe cheriſheth ber 
Children, But moſt ordinarily and frequently it is ex- 
prefled by this notion of Brother, or Brethren ; this is 
the Compellation wherewith the Apoſtle and other 
Miniſters of the Goſpel do ordinarily ſalute their P<o- 
ple, both in their Preaching and in their Writings to 
them, as is obvious to all that reade the Atts of the A- 
poſiles,and their Epiſtles, Miniſters and People they are | 

., Brethren, and that upon the account of Kel:gion and 

Grace. They have the ſame Father, even God, who is 

phraſed to own the oe and the other for hu Children, 

F 4 are all the Children of God by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 

{f! Gal.z. 26, They have all on: Mother ; not Rome, not 

I! Antzoch, nor any other Church upon Earth, but the Fe- 

raſalem which i above, the Mother of us all, Gal. 4. 26. | 

They have all ſucked the ſame breaſts, Ifa.66, 11, That 

you may ſuck, and be ſatisfied with the breaſts of her Conſo- 

lation, They all feed at the ſame Table, they eat the ſame 

Spiritual Bread, and drink the ſams Spiritual Drink ; 

1} 2 Cor. 10, They all are Heirs of the ſam? Promiſes, and 

'N wait for the ſame Inheritanca; 1 ſay, Miniſters and 

{1} People that are true Believers® in all theſe reſpects 

'J} pherefore are Brethrey., Only look as it 18 1n a any 

| Wattle 
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where there are many Children, many Brothers and 


Siſters, one of theſe is the firſt-born, and he, though a 
Brother, yet he is an Elder-Brother, and he hath ſome 
Priwviledges above the reſt. Soit is here, 

In the firſt Ages of the World the Priviledges of the 
fſt-born confitted in theſe three things. 

1, That the Pablick, and Solemn Worſhip of God was 
admunuſtred itn the Family, and for the Family, by the 
Firſt-born, he was Prieſt and Prophet of the Family. 

2, That next unto the Father himſelf rhe Furſt. 
was the Prince and Governonr of the Family. | 

3. That a dowble Portion of the Eſtate went to the 
Firft-born, as his Inheritance, 

And all theſe Priviledges were founded npon thar 
claim Which God made unto the firſt-born, as his nghbe, 
upon Which they were conſecrated and ſet apart to Ged, 
Exod.13, 

Afterwards, all theſe Priviledges mn the Church of 
the Old Teſtament were deyolved upon the Lever, 
whom God took inſtead of all the fir/t-born of 1ſrael, 
Numb. 3.12. And now in the Church of the New- 
Teſtament this Henoxr and theſe Priviledges are con- 
ferred upon the Mimſters of the Goſpel, whom God hath 
ſer in the place of the Lewites under the Law, 1/a. 66, 
21, I will take of them for Prieſts and Levites, ſaith the 
Lord. So that now the Miniſters of the Gofpel they arg 
as it were the firſ{-born Brethren, 

Now the Uſe of this may be, 

Firſt, To inform us, that the Authority and Power 
of Ruling, which Miniſters have in the Church of God, 
which'is the Houſe x4 God, it 18 not Defporical or Lordly, 
or Magiſterial, ſuch as Superiours have over thoſe that 
are ablolutely and every way their Inferiours; but it is 
rather Soczal, ſuch as one Brother hath over another, 
importing rather a Pr;ority of Order, than an _ 
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of Degree. The Apoſtle diſclaims all ſuch Power, vg- 
| avptcuourer, 2 Cor.1,24 We are not Lords over your Faith, 
but Help:rs of your Foy. 

Secondly, That Miniſters and P2ople, Preachers 
and Hearers are all Brethres : this (hews what endeared 
affettions Miniſters and People ought to bear each to 
other, How dearly ought every Miniſter of the Go- 
ſpel to love the People to whom he is ſent ; they are 
his Brethren, and how dearly ought the People of God 
to love and reverence every Miniſter of God that is ſent 
amonz them ! he is their Brother, their Elder Brother, 

As it 1$1n the Conugal Relation, (0 it 18 in this. There 
are (ome cuties proper to the Hurband, ſome proper to 
the Wife, but Loveis a duty equally incumbent upon 
them both. So it is here, There are Duties indeed 
proper to the Preacher as a Preacher, {ome proper to the 
People as Hearers ; but Love is a Duty equally incuns+ 
bent upon them both, as they are Brethren ; the Prea- 
cher mult love the People dearly as his Brethren. So 
* Paul protefleth abundance of Love to the Corinthians, 
2 Cor. 2, 4. Ando to the Philippians, Phil.1. 8, God 
« my Kecord how greatly 1 long after you all, in the Bowel; 
of Chriit Feſus, $0 acknowledging their love to him, 
2 Cor.,$. >, -Te abound in your Lovetous., And Co!, 
1.8, ——#ho alſo declared unto us your Love in the Spi* 
rit, 

I am not come hither this day to jvitifie, or com- 
mend my ſelf, for my Love to yow of rb place, though 
I think I might with wwodeſty (ay, I hive given ſome 
proof of my Love wato you, not only by my conflant Mi 
wiſtry am121.g you, but by denying ſo mn and ſo great Pre« 
ferment as | have done for your ſcker; neither is it my 
defign to commend you, or to praiſe you to your faces, 
for your Love to me, for that matual and reciprocal 


Love that hath been between ag, bleſſed be God ; for 
What 


(If 
what hath been wanting on either fide, let us be hut. 


ed. 

Thirdly, This may let us ſee, that where there is 
this Brother-like, mutual afteftion between Miniſter 
and People, there the taking away of Miniſter and People 
one from anather cannot but be very grievous, What a 
lamentation doth David take up over Fonathan u 
this account, 2 Sam, 1, 26, 1 am greatly diſtreſſed far 
thee, my brat her F onathan ; there 1s the root and bottom 
of his grief, his brother Jovathan was ſnatched away 
from him by death : 1 am greatly diſtreſſed for ther, my 
Brother Jonathan ; wery pleaſant waſt thou unto me : 
there was David's love to Jonathan, thy love to me was 
wonderfull, paſſing the love of women, there was Fone- 
than's love to David, there was no love loſt between the 
one and other ; and where there 1s ſuch love there cane 
not but be grief at partting, Methinks I bear ſome Con» 
gregations ( though 1t may be, not many ) 1 England 
thus bewailing their Miniſters, that are now crouly ſlain, 
We are greatly diſtreſſed for thee, O Brother, very pleaſant 
wert thos to us, thy words were pleaſant words : for the 
Preacher ſought to find out acceptable words, and that 
which was written was upright, even words of truth, Ec- 
cleſ,12,10, They that have had ſuch Preachers, may 
well ſay, very pleaſant baſt thou been unto 1 ; and (ome 
may adde further, Thy Love was wonderful, paſſing the 
love of Women; and here certainly there muſt be af 

arting, 

Fourthly, If Preachers and People are Brethren, Here 
then behold how good and pleaſant a thing it is for Mini- 
fters and People to dwell togetber in nity ;, As it is ſaid 
of Brethren, Plal. 133. and therefore muſt be true 
here. And on the contrary, how «nproftable, how un- 
pleaſing, and how tnbecommg Jarrs and D;wifions be- 
rveen Minter and People ave, Their contentions Len 
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like the bars o ſa Caſtle,ſaith the holy Ghoſt of the con. 
tentions of Brethren, Prov.18. 19. What then are the 
Contentions of Mimſters and People ? 

Fiftly, That Ainiſters and People are Brethren, on- 
Iy Mimfters they are the Elder Brethres, they are che firſt 
orn of Brethren. ſerve as a glaſs tolet ws ſee 
thr ſad atfet of the preſent Gudgment that is upon this 
Natimm, There are two thouſand Miniſters mT England 
ſmutten avid flain at once, as to their Miniſterial Office, 
and Relation : Methinks this Fudgment ſeems to be like 
the /aft aud. ſoreſt Fudgmient that God brought upon Egypt, 
when He ſlew all the firſt born in Egypt un one mght : (0 
here, God hath ſlain not one or a few, but many indeed 
of the E:rft-born in Exgland in one day 5 there God did 
if Immnttendo, here Permutends, there by Way of Im. 
miſſion, here by way of Permiſſion upon this occaſion, 
faith the Text, there was a great cry in Egypt, Excd, 12, 
309. And methinks, there ſhould be no ſmall cry mn 
England at this time, And yet behold, and remember, — 

Burt I forbear, and go on. 

And now Brethren, I commend you to God.) Paul being 
now to take his laſt leave of theſe precious People, 
making account never to to ſee them, nor ſpeak unto 
them more, whar doth he do > We commends them to 
God. And now, Brethren, I comm:nd you unto God, 

Whence obſerve, That it becomes Mimſters,eſpecial- 
ty when they are to leave their People, and foreſee they 

leave them un danger of Wolves, to commit and com- 
mend them unto God, 

Ir' is true, it is the Duty of Miniſters to be a/wayes 
commending their People unto God. So Paul, Rom. 
x. 9. God is my witneſs, whom 1 ſerve with my ſpirit, Lo 
the Goffel of bis Son, that without cegſmg 1 make mention 
of 11 alwajes 11 my prayers, 50 Eph.1.16, [ ceaſe not to 
give thanks for you, makyng mention of you 18 my pr TS 
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and ver, 11, Keep through thine own Name, them which 
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So 1Theſl.1,2, We give thanks nnto God alwayes for you; 
making mention of you always in our prayers, Thus Mini. 
fers mult a/wayes do ; but eſpecially when they are leaving 
of them, and know withal they ſhall leave them in 
danger of Wolves. If there were no other proof ofthis in 
Scupture, the Prattice and Example of the cheif Shep« 
berd and Biſhop of ſouls, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is enough 
to inforce this vnto us ; for you find that whes Telas 
knew that his hour was come that he ſhould depart ont of 
this world unte the Father, having loved his own which 
were 4n the world, he loved them tothe end, Joh.13.1.and, 
as the laſt a& of his Love,he commend: them to the Fa- 
ther at his departure, in that comfortable and heaven. 
ly Prayer of his which we have recorded, John 17.13, 
And now I am xo more in the world, but theſe are in the 
world ; Holy Father, keep through thine own Name thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me, And ſo again, ver, 15. [/ 
pray not that thou ſhouldſ# taks them out of the world, but 
that thou (howldſt keep them from the evil, or from the 
evil one, Thus we ſee our Saviour commended his 
Diſciples to his Father ; and ſo ſhould we do, And 
that, 

Firlt, To reſtifie our fairhfulneſs to God, 

Secondly, To reſtifie our love to the People, 

Firſt, To reſtifie our faithfulneſs to God, and that for 
two Reaſons, 

1, Becauſe they are primarily and originally God's 
Flock, His peculiar People, and by him committed to our 
Truſt and Care, _To whom therefore ſhould we come 
mit them when we leave them, rather than to him to 
whom they do belong, and from whons we have received 
them ? This our Sazoxr pointeth at in John 17.6, Thine 
they were, then gaveſt them me. Soagain ver. 9. 1pray 
for them which thaw haſt given me, for they are thize. 
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they Raft grven me, The Fat Gal hath in them, 
and my receiving them from God, that 18 one Reaſon why 
we AMinfters ſhould commit and commend wnto God the 
People we have received from him, before we leave 
them. 

2, It becomes Miniſters, efpecially when they 
are to leave their People, and foreſee dangers rhreat- 
ning t2m, to comm and commend them to God : Be- 
cauſe, they are accountable to God for their Peoples ſouls, 
Heb 13; 17. They watch for your ſouls as they that muſt 
give an account, As Jacch was accountable to Laban for 
all the Sheep that were under his hands, if any were 
ſtolen, or torn, or loſt by going aſtray, Facob muſt an- 
ſwer for it; ſoit is with Minifters, = are accounta- 
ble to God for their Peoples ſouls : And therefore it is 
fir, that when they leave their P:ople, they ſhould 
commend them to God, to whom they a1e acconntable 
for them. 

Seconoly, It becomes Miniſters when they are lea- 
ving their P-ople to commend them to God, that ſo 
they may teſtific therr love tothery Peoples ſouls, This being 
the belt, and indeed the only proviſion they can make 
for them, becauſe God is every way able to keep thoſe 
that are thus committed to him, He is infinite in Wiſdom, 
in Power, in Warchfulneſ, in Tenderneſs, in Faithfulneſ?, 
therefore it becomes Miners when they are leaving 
their People, thus ro commit them to God, Now this 
may ſerve, 

In the firſt place, by way of apology for thoſe mary 
HMinifters that at this time have been forced to leave their 
Nations, I know there want not tome that blame them, 
and think they have not ſhewed rhat /ove to the ſouls of 
their Flocks that they ſhould have done, methinks I 
* hear ſome ready to take up the Miniſters of Chriſt, as 
"David's elder brotter took up him, x Sam, 17, yh I 
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know thy pride, and the nanghtinefs of thy heart, And with 

whom haſt thou left thoſe few Sheep in the Wilderneſs ? here 

_ David (hands arraigned at the Bar of his angry 
rother, of pride and naughrineſs of heart, and wilfal neg- 
lelt of the Flock commirrted to his care ; when he,poor 
man, had done nothing but by the command of his f4- 
ther : And is not this the cenſure paſſed upon many 
cf God's faithful Minifters in their ſufferings at this 
time? Jr # (ſay ſome) their pride,and the fromardneſs and 
peeviſhneſs of their hearts, and what do they think, ſhaft 
become of thir Flocks, when they thus leave their charges f 
when we have done nothing but by the appointment 
and commandment of God, who hath commanded us 
not to do evil that good may come of u#, And to theth 
that demand with whom we have left thoſe few Sheep? 
We anſwer, We have commended them to God, his they 
were, he gave them us ; and now he having no more 
need of us, we have reſigned them up again unto tum, 
Bur, 

In the ſecond Place, This may [+ and comfort 
the People of God under this preſent difþenſation of God to« 
wards them, even the takjng away of their Miniſters, 
which cannot but be very grievous unto thermn, You 
ſae here how full of griet the People were at the 
thoughts of Pas/'s being taken from them, rhey all 
ſore, ver. 37, 38. and fell on Paul's neck, and kyſſed bin, 
ſorrowing moſt of all for thoſe words which be fpake, ſaying, 
that they, ſhonld ſee hu face no more, That was it woun- 
ded them. ro the heart, that Pax! was now taking his 
laſt leave, newgr to ſee their faces mort, The like you 
find Ads 21,' the Church in Ceſares, when they heard 
that Paw! was going to Jeruſalem, and that Bonds and 
Trouble were there appointed for him, they fell a dil. 
ſwading him from his Voyage, and that with abundance 
of tears, in ſo much that = was faine to ſhake _ 
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off with 2 kind of anger,ſaying, What mean ye to weep, 
ard to break, my heart, I at ready wot to be bennd only, 
but to dye at Jeruſalem for the Name of the Lor Jeſus. 
Methinks I hear thoſe good Souls mourning to one 
another thus in ſecret : eMlas, that ever we lived to ſee 
this day! That ever by our own unthankfulneſs, and un- 
profitableneſs nnder ſuch a Miniſtry, as Paul's, we ſhould 


provoke God to take ſuch a bleſſed inſtrument from us, and 


from his Churches ! That our not walking worthy of the 
Light ſhould provokg the Lord to let ſuch a Light be taken 
our of the Candleſtick, and put under a Buſhel ; it is our not 
walking worthy of the Gofpel that impriſons this preciom 
Servant of God, more than any crime of bus, or the malice 
ad rage of his adverſaries the Jews ; they conld have no 
power to touch him, if we by our unfruutulneſs had not 
made our ſelves unworthy of him, and of his Miniſtry, 
Methinks I hear them thus bemoaning chemſielves,me- 
thinks I ſee a company incircling Pawl, as in a Ring, 
and pleading with him, Good Sir, confider, if not your 
ſelf, yet conſider ua ; if you go up to Jeruſalem, and there 
be laid in Priſon, as the holy Ghoſt foretells you will, what 
da you think, will become of ns ? Who ſhall carry on that 
Work, which you have been the happy Inſtrument under 
'-* GCedio begin in us? You are our Father, you have begotten 
#s again to God by bis Gofpel ; if you leave us, what will 
become of us ? never were poor fatherleſs children left in a 
more miſerable condition than we are left in ; If you leave 
. #3, who ſhall inſlratt us, who ſhall exconrage and carry ns 
'0n: in the wayes of Grace and Holineſs ? who ſhall arm #3 
 apainit the temptations of Satan, againſt the errors and 
Gates of Seducers ? Who ſhall quiet our troubled Conſcien- 
cer, who ſhall build us up'in Faith,and in the comforts of the 
holy Ghoſt,rf you leave us ? Beſides, we have Children that 
"ave yet in their ſins and what will become of their ſouls, whas 


means 18 there for their cottuerfion, if Paul, and ſuch us | 
fron, 2 Talibus 
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Talibas atq; aliis jn que dolor ipſe deſertos ſecerat,. 
With theſe, and ſuch ike things, did theſe Chriftiang 
ſet upon Paul, to perſwade him to ſtay among them, 
Þut you ſee all in vain. 

And ſome ſuch pangs as theſe poſſibly may be upon 
the hearts of ſome of God's People ar this time 1n 
England, there may de here and there one that may 
lit tolitary and ſorrowful, bewailing their Minter, as 
he did the Prophet, Omy Father, my Father, the Chas 
riots of Iſrael, and the Horſmen thereof. ; 

But ftay, my Brethren, we are not your Fathers. 
Matth.23.9. Call no man your Fatber upon Earth ; for 
one 1s your Father, which is in Heaven, Alas, Brethren, 
we Miniſters axe noc your Fathers,it is too honourable 
2 title fox us to take : tiuly, and properly, 2nd in a 
ſpiritual ſenſe, God only is your Father, he it is that 
begets you of his own good will by the Word of Truth, Jam, 
1,18, Though indeed that Word be diſpenſed by us 
a$ inſtruments, and when he hath thus begotten you, 
he is pleaſed to truſt and honour us ſo far, as to make 
us Foſter- Fathers and Nurſing-Fathers to you, and this 
cannot but beget ſome kind of Aﬀetiions and Refpett in 
v$ to you, and in you to us, as there is between Nurſes 
Fathers and Nurſe-Children, and a lathneſs to part, But 
I beſeech you, conſider, If a King that hath had a 
Child at Nurſe ſome years in a privace houſe, judge ir 
gonvenient i© part the Child and Nurſe one from ano- 
ther, and the Nutſe-Father upon notice given of the 
King's mind, carries the Child home, and delivers it 
up into the King's @wn arms, who is the true and pro» 

Father, and is a thouſand times better able ro pro- 
vide for the Child than the Nurſe-Father, and more 
enzaged to do it too: hath this poor Child any hurr, 
or any cauſe to complain, or to cry after the Nurſe- 
Father, / wit go borne to my Father again } Think, my 
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Rrethren, the caſe is the ſame here. We have been 
Ngrfing-Fathers to you for ſome time, God ſeeth it 
fit to make a change, who are we that we ſhould mur- 
mur, or find fault ? or, what cauſe have you to com- 
plain ? We reſign you up into the bands of your Father,and 
aur Father, your God and our God, Why ſhould you cry 
after us, are you not well enough ? can you be better 
than in the arms of your dear, gracious and mercifull 
Father? 

O6j. But what ſhall we do for Ordinances ? how (hall 
we live ? who ſhall feed and nouriſh our poor ſouls ? 

Anſ. You that do indeed love, and prize, and hun- 
per after the OrdMaxces, I will ſay to you, as Abram 
did in another caie, My ſon, God will provide, As for 
the reſt of you, you that neither loved the Ordinances 
while you had them, nor have been at all quickened 
by the withdrawing of them, what God will do with 
you I cannot tell, But you that love and prize the 
Ordinances, 1 lay to you concerning your ſouls, as our 
Saviour concerning your bodies, 7 ake nothaught what 
you. ſhall eat, and what you ſhall drink, , nor how our poor 
ſouls ſhall live in a time of ſtraitneſs and ſcarcity, That 
God, that when Jſrae/ were in ſuch a place as they 
could neither ſow nor reap, fed them with bread from 
Heaven ; that God, if he bring you into ſuch a condi- 
tion, as you can neither enjoy Word nor Sacraments, 
will feed you too with hidden Manna, that ſhall be 
better than Word and Sacraments; that God, who mul- 
tiplied the Meal in the Widows barrel, and the Oyl in 
her cruſe ; that though her ſtock was little, yet it ſer- 
ved turn, and laſted as long as the famingdaited, So 
dare confidently ſay it ſhall be with you that fear God 
in Truth, and love his Ordizances in fincerity, the leſs 
your Rock of Grace in yonr own eyes be, be it very 
Iittle and ſmall, ir (hall hold out till yau come to Hea- 
yen, 
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ven, your bandful of Meal and your er»:[e of Oz! ſhall not 
fail. As for the ret of People in this Place and Na- 
tion, what God will do with them I know nor, I am 
loth to ſpeak what I ſee cauſe to fear, even concern- 
ing this very place z But I thall commend you to Gid, 
after I have ipoken a lirtle of what follows, 

And the ivord of his Grace.] Matk here, the Apoſtle 
doth not ſay, I commend you to God, and the 1wps/ſe 
of hus Spirit ; or, I commend you to God, and the Light 
within ; or, | commend you to God,and the Traditions 
of men ; or, I commend you to God, and the C ufoms 
and Orders of the holy Church : No, theſe are ſome of 
them wxcerr ain, others of them «nproficable things. Bur 
we have a more ſure Word, 2 Pet. 1.19. A profitable 
Word, a Word able to makg wiſe to Salvation, even the 
Holy Scripteres, and to this, next under Ged, and in 
Joynt co-operation With God, for the good of their 
ſouls, doth the Apoltle commend theſe Chiiftzans : / 
commend you to God, ard the Word of bus Grace. 

From thence obſerve, T hat the Word of God, it 35 the 
Word of God's Grace. So we find it filed, not onely 
here, bur in Atts 14. 3. They gave teſtimony to the Word 
of his Grace, So in chap.20. ver, 24, its called, The 
Goſpel of the Grace of Gad, And the Word of God is 
the Word of his Grace, upon this fourfold account. 

Reaſ. 1. Becauſe it comes from Grace, It was the 
meer Free-Grace of God that goved him to reveal, 
and give forth this Word of his, as a Revelation of 
himſelf unto the children of men, Adam was at firlt 
created in ſuch a condition as he needed not a word 
withqut to lead him into the true knowledge of the true 
God, . He was created after the Image of Godin Know- 
ledge, Righteowſneſs and Holineſs, he had the Law of 
God written in his heart: Andas the High Prieft ct 
old baving the Vri# and 7 bmmim upon his brea't, 
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needed but caſt his eye upon that, and he might pre- 
ſently kmow any thing, that he had a mind to know of 
God. So eAdam in his innocency it was for him but 
to refle& upon himſelf, to caſt his eye inward, and pre- 
ſently he might know of God, and of his Mind and 
Will that which he did defire. But as the Vrim and 
Thummimn being loſt in the deſtrution of Fernſalem by 
the Babylonians, God was pleaſed, as the Rabbins tell 
us, to favour his People with a vocal anſwer from the 
Oracle, which they called "ng Batbcol, a voice with- 
ont them, inſtead of inward light and inſpiration. So 
this innate light of ' the knowledge of Ged being ex- 
tin& and loſt by that univerſal ruine which the hn of 
Adam hath brought upon all mankind, and all man- 
kind now being nothing but blindneſs and darkneſs, 
alienated from the Life of God through the ignorance that 
Ks in them, Epheſ. 4.18, able at the bett but to feel 
and grope after God, as the Apoſtles expreſſion is, Atts 
17.27, even as the men of Sodow when «hey were 
ſtruck with blindneſs groped to find the door of Lot's 
houſe til they wearied theraſelves, but were never able 
to find it, Gen. 19. 11, So it is withall men now by 
Nature,therefore the Lord who is ſaid to dwell in Light 
pnacceſſible, x Tim,6.16, and whois a Fountanof pure 
Light” inexhauftible, (1 John 1.5.) hath pleaſed to 
diiplay unto his poor creatures ſome beams of his own 
Light, and that in ſi@h a refrated way, as their weak 
nature may be Capable of, without being overwhelmed 
and ſwallowed up with that Glory. And to this end 
hath treaſured up thoſe Beams of Light in his holy 
Scriptures, from whence they dart forth unto us, not 
all at once, and in their fulneſs, but gradatrm, and by 
little and little, as we are able to bear them, and rake 
them in. And hecauſe this Diſcovery which God 
makes of himſelf to finful and fallen man, by = bvly 
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Word, .is an A of meer Grace, which Man had no 
wayes merited, not could merit, nor God could no 
wayes be obliged or engaged to ; therefore this Word. 
of God is called the Word of his Grace, in reſpect of the 
or1ginal of it, it came forth from God,it was the Grace 
of God that firſt revealed it. 

Reaſ. 2, {t is the Word of Grace materially, becauſMthe 
Grace of God towards ſinners in Feſus Chriſt 15 the princi< 
pal, proper, and ſpecifick, matter and ſubjeft of ur, True 
it is indeed, that Nay 14 yromr 7: tr, All»that can 
poſſibly be known of God 1s revealed in the Word. 
The ſimplicity, unity, perſetior of his Eflence, the 
glorious MyRery of the Trinity of Perſons, the Wiſe 
dom, Power, Goodnels, Juſtice, Holineſs of God, all 
theſe are made known to us in his Word, wherein, 44 48 
a plaſs, we behold the glory of the Lord, 2 Cor, 3, 18. 
But that Which the Word doth principally and chiefly 
reveal, it is the Grace of God towards ſinners «n Fe(us 
Chriſt, this was the ſubſtance of that #gom-goay yer, 
that firſt Word which God revealed immediately after 
the Fall of Man in Paradiſe, The Sced- of the Woman 
ſhall break, the Serpents head, This was the ſubſtance 
and ſcope of all the Old Teſtament, all the _ 
Law:,and Ordinances, concerning boly Perſons, and boty 
thing:s,they all rended to this. And this is more cleate 
ly and fully the ſcope.of the Gaſpel and New Teſta 
ment, to make known the #»/carchable Rebes of Chrifh, 
as the Apotile ſpeaks, Epheſ.3.8, And therefore of all 
the parts of the Scripture, the Goſpel,” the New Te 
fament, is, iuwrdlixzas, & dileryenaas, called the 
Word of Grace, and the Goftel of Grace, becauſe the 
wholedelign and ſcope of that, is, to-xeveal end make 
known unto Gnners the Grace of God in Chriſt, and 
thar, and that alone reveals it : Men may talk what 
they pleaſe of thoſe Kniverſal Preachers, the Sun, wp 
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and Stars, and tell us that they preach Clnift, The 
creatures indeed do ſufficiencly reveal God, fo as to 
keave all the World without excuſe, for not fearing 
and ſerving of God who made Heaven and Earth, but 
worſhipping the work of their own hands in his ſtead ; 
but Chrilt, and the Grace of God rowards finners in 
Chi, is the proper, peculiar, ſole Revelation of che 
Goſpel, which therefore is called the Word of Grace. 

Real. 3. The Word of God is the Word of Grace effe- 
Awvely, bzcauſe it works inherent qualicative Grace 
and Holine's in them that hear it, not indeed in all ; 
the Word deth not work Grace in the hearts of all, 
nor never did. No, but where-ever Grace is wrought 
in the hearts of any, there ordinarily it is the #ord 
that works ; and therefore it may be juſtly and duely 
called th= od of Grace, So the Apoltle, Rom. 10,1 7, 
F aith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, 
So Gal. y. 2. Recerved you the Sperut by the works of the 
Lav, or by the hearing of Faith ? So our Saviour, Fobn 
7.17, Savnttifie them through thy Truth, thy Word is 
Truth. So then the Word worketh Faub and Santtifo. 
cation in the hearrs of God's Children, and therefore 
ut is the Word of Grace. | 
\ Real, 4: The YVord of God is the VVwrll of Grace 
becauſe it wit only begets and begins Grace, and layeth the 
| 109 of it, but it maintains, and increaſeth, and car- 

| Teth on the work'of Grace wnto Glory, As it follows here 
$ in the Text, The VVord of his Grace, which is able to 
= +b#ild you wp, and give you an imberitance among all them 
= that are; ſarit: 

Now'rhis in the firſt place, ſhould teach us to bleſs 
' God for the entojing of bis VFord, more than for any ather 
our Enjoyments whatſoever, It is true, we have cauſe 
to ble's God for any thing, for every thing we enjoy; 
W tozc we have bread to eat, though never ſo courſe ; tat 
| ve 
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we have rayment to put on, though never ſo qean ; 
we have cauſe to bleſs God, that we live in a Land of 
Hills and Valleys, that is watered with Springs, and 
with the Dew of Heaven, in a fruitful and plenriful 
Land ; but that we live in a Land whither God bath 
cauſed the Word of his Grace to come : this we have 
cauſe to bleſs God for infinitely more, than for Corn, 
and Wine, and Oy! in greate(t abundance. 

Had God innched this Nation with all the Mines 
and Treaſures of both the Indies ; were all the Hills, 
and High-wayes in England as full of Gold as they are 
of Sand ; were all the Rivers as full of Pearls as they 
are of Pebles ; did Cinamon and Caſha grow in Eng- 
land as thick as Bulruſhes ; were all the Riches and 
Glonies of the World laid up here as in Natures Store- 
houſe ; yetif God had hid the #ord of bes Grace from 
us, What a miſerable Nation had we been ! all this our 
Weal:h would have expoſed us to the cruel covetouſ-" 
neſs and rage of other Nations, as it hath dene the' 
poor Indians, and have ſentus down to Hell certain- 
Iyand unavoidably without any help or remedy. 

But bleſſed be God for the Goſpel of Grace, for this 
VVord of Grace bleſſed be God ; bleſied be God forthe" 
Word of Grace beſtowed upen England, he hath nor 
dealt ſo with every Nation: [» E 15 God 
his Name 1s great in England * In ygland it bit Ts 
bernacle, and bis Dwelling-place 1» England : He bath 
ot dealt ſo with every New, be hath not dealt ſo with 
any Nation, Praiſe ye the Lord. Pal. 147. 20, * 

In the ſecond place, This ſhould teach ws above ff 
things, to ſear and deprecate the taking away the VVord of 
Grace from uz, or from our poſterity after ws, "It was a ſore 
Judgment which the Lord threatned againſt Judah, 
Jer. 16.5. 1 have taken away my Peace from this People, 
faith the Lord, my Loving-kindneſs and HMercy, 
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© my Brethren, when God takes away the /VVord of 
bieGract from a People, then is this direful Judgment 
come upon them, then hath God taken away his Peace 
froth that People, even Loving-kindneſs and Mercy; 
then is that People left, Kegnum Cyclopicum, in the Re- 
on of Darkneſs, and the ſhadows of death, an habitation 
gn Dragons and Devils, Take the Sux out of the Fir- 
mament, and what would the World be but a Chaos of 
Cenfufion, a Lang of Darkneſs > And, ſatis efſet 
Salers Calle, - aid the People of Conſtantinople of that 
famous Preacher Chryſoſtom, Better the Sun ſhould be 
taken owt of the She, than Chryſoltom out of the Pulpit, 
Chyyſofems, and an hundred ( hbryſoftoms may be taken 
que of the Pulpit, and yer the Word of Grace not taken 
away; but if once the YYord of Grace be taken away, 
then Vo, Wo, Wo to that Place, and to that People. 
Brethren, you may remember, I am ſure you ought 
to remember, that upon the 13th of Oftober, 1658. 
from thols words, Amos 8, 11, I ſhewed you what a 
heat Judgment it was to have the Word of God taken 
from you. I-told you then, it may be ſome of you 
thought to00 peremptonily, God would bring this J udg. 
went upon this Mation,and this Congregation in particular, 
I did-bid yau yuice it in a book, the Year, and Month, 
ad Dey when L{pake ir, therefore you may remember 
it, God after this prediction, waited the term of hig 
_ Patience, mentioned Lukg- 13. 7- even thyee years, 
and then' ſoon after God began two infliq this Judg- 
ment : O-my- Brethren, had that warning been be- 
ſieved and improved to Humi/:ation, Kepentance, cloſer 
Walking with God, higher prizing the Word and Ordi- 
naw, a ful) to walk, worthy of the Gofpel and Grace of 
God; afluredly, the evil threatned might have been 
_—_— :- but where God hath ſealed a Decree for bus 


udpments, there Warning! do aw barden the wa ay 
=_ alley 
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haſten the Judgment, When God had a purpoſe to de. 
ſtroy Abab, HMicajahs words ſhall bear no iway with 
him. When God had a m___ to deſtroy Jerwſalem, 
there Jeremiah, Exzckjel, and all the Prophecs ſhall be 
mocked, deſpiſed, lighted, laughed to ſcorn, O that 
it had not been ſo with us ! Well Brethren, you were 
told of this before, you would not believe it chen, 
Will you believe it now ? Now you begin to feel it, will you 
believe what you feel ? will you lay itto heart? will 
you give glory to God? if notI tell you what you-feel 
2 yet nothing to that you are like ro feel, The firſt year of 
the Famine in Egype was nothing ſo bad as the ſecond, 
nor that as the third, nor the third as the ſeventh,every 
year the Famine grew ſorer, and pinched harder and 
harder : Believe it, ſoit will be with you, you are not 
yer put to wander from Sea to Sea, and from Coaft wo 
Coaſt, to ſeek the Word of the Lord; but believe it, 
if theſe beginnings be not laid to heart, you will once, 
before God hath done with you, be brought to this ; 
So the Text there ith plainly, They ſhall go from Ste 
50 Sea, and froMCoaſt to Coaſt, to ſeek, the VVard of the 
Lord, and ſhall not find it, This Threatning God ful- 
filled upon the Church and People of the Fews, taking 
away the Spirit and gift of Prophecy from that Church, 
from the time of the Prophet Malach:, unto the birth 
of John the Baptiſt, which was between three and four 
hundred years ; Which is the thing pointed at in Pſal. 
7449. We ſee not our Signs, neuher w there any more any 
m_ And withal, at the ſame rime God laid them 
under the foreſt Perſecutions for their Religron, thac 
ever that Churctrand People met withal. 1he ſame 
Judgment hath once been upon rhis Nation, and upon 
the Chriſtian World already, God grant thatourfins 
do not bring it a ſecond time upon us, 'Bur, 

Ia the third'place, 1s the" FYard of God ww" 
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of bis Grace ? Then thi; KA thoſe that have lived 
wader the continual diſpenſation of this VVord of Grace, 
and yet bave go wo ſaving Grace, no ſaving good by it ; 
but continue blind, ignorant, impenitent, hard-heart- 
ed, ſecure, unbelieving, unholy, and that under the 
conſtant preaching of the Word, O that ſuch would 
in the fear of God conhfider, 

Firſt, How dang -rous their condition is, 

Secondly, How great their Condemnation will be, 

Firft, Coniider bo dangerous your condition is, All 
you that live under the Y/Yord of Grace, and get no 
ſaving Grace, no ſaving good by it, Reade that one 
Text, Heb. 6. 7,8. For the Earth that drinketh in the 
ran that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth berbs 
meet for them by whom it 15 dreſſed, (that is, anſwerable 
totheir gift, and labours, and continuance ) s bleſſed 
of God. But that which bringeth forth briars and thorns, 
3 near unto curfing, ( How near, and unto what curſing 
in this life, God only knows, but to be (ure their end 
will be ſad) whoſe end is to be burned, A fearful end, 
and ſuch as ſhould make the heart of every one who is 
' guilcy of being unfruirful under the YYVord of Grace, 
tremble to think or hear of it ; eſpecially conhidering 
how little hope there is for ſuch a one to eſcape ths 
exrſe, and to eſcape this dreadful and diſmal end : for 
if the YVord of Grace, that is the power of God himſelf 
unto Salvation, if that can do no good upon thee, what 
can? if that cannot work upon thy blind, ignorant, 
prophane hard heare, no not in ten, twenty, thirty, 
or forty years, What can ? I tell thee, "if thou age palt 
getting good by the YVYord of Grace, 'thou art paſt get- 
ting by any thing at all. Zeke Is, 31, If they 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they bear 
though one from the dead were ſent nnto them, If what 
thou heazelt from the Y/ord of Grace, of the VV? —_ 
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God againſt impenirent fonners,and the Grace and Mercy 
of God towards poor repenting ſinners ; if What thou 
| readeſt and hearelt in and from the YVord of the tor- 
ments of Hell, and of the joyes of Heaven ; if what thou 
| xeadeſt and hearett fron the Word of theſe things do 
not bring thee to Repeztance,and Faith in the Lord Je- 
ſms, nothing elſe will. No, though one ſhould come 
immediately out of Hell, wich Hell flames about his 
ears, and burning brimſtone dropping dawn at his 
heels, to warn thee, and fright thee from thoſe tor- 
ments ; or, if an Ange! ſhould come from Heaven, 
cloathed with the Sun, and Crowned with Stars, to al- 
lure thee to Holineſs by thoſe glorious Rewards ; nei- 
ther the one or the other will work upon thee to any 
| purpoſe, if the YYord of Grace hath not wrought upon 
| thee ; for that 1s the Inſtrument that God hath ap- 
pointed and ordained, and made fit and able to work 
Grace in the Soul ; and therefore if that do not work 

-upon thee, What canlt thou think will ? 

And if thou continue ſtill in this condition, not 
profiting by the //ord, without any (aving work of the 
UV/ord upon thee, O conſider how inexcuſable, how 
intolerable thy damnation will be, Why doth our Saviour 
tell Chorazun and Berbſaida, and the reſt of the Cities 
where he had gone up and down preaching the YYord 
of Grace, that at ſhow!d be more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah, for Tire and Sidon un the day of Judgement, 
than for them, Mat.11.22,24. But becauſe Sodows and 
Gomorrah never had the Word of Grace preached among 
them, as theſe Cities had had. Twrks and Heather, 
| Sodomnes and Gomorrabns, yea the Devil and his An- 

els ſhall havg, more to plead in excuſe of themſelves 
in the day of Judeement, than thoſe that have lived 
under the Word of Grace, and never did get any (a- 


ving good by it, 
G'& Turks 
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Twrks and Heathens, Sodomites ;and Gomorrahans 
will bz able to ſay, Lord thou never ſenteſt Prophets, 
or Apoſtles, or Miniſters among 1, to tell us of the danger 
of ſin, or to call and ſummon us to Kepentance ; to maks 
knows tows thy Will and the wayes of Grace and Holineſs; 
if. thou hadſt, we ſhonld never have gone on mm our ſins and 
rmpenitencie, we would certainly have laid bold uponthe 
fr of Grace, and wayes of Life, The Devil and his 
angels will be able to ſay, Lord, thou didſt never pro- 
wide nor propaund for us a way of reconciliation and reco. 
very ſince we firſt ſinned agan/t thee, as thou didft for man 
after bu tranſgreſſion ; of thy Son had taken our nature 
as be did the natnre of man, and had provided for ws ſuch 
# Covenant of Peace and Reconciliation as he did for man, 
and the glad Tidings thereof bad been publiſhed to ns by the 
ofdel as it was to man, poſſtbly we had not perſiſted ſo 0b. 
inately in our rebelli ow againſt thee, Thele and the like 
pleas may even the Devils have for themſelves 1n the 
day of Judgment, whicher tru= or no, that is not our 
queſtion, But now thou who haſt lived all thy dayes 
under the Word of Grace, and never got any ſaving 
good by it, bur liveſt and dieft an ignorant, prophanc, 
1mpenicent, unbelicving creature, as the Lord knows 
too many do : When thou ſhalt appear before the 
Judgment Sear of Chrift, thou wilt not have this nor 
any thing elſe to plead for thy ſelf, If Chriſt (ſhould 
ſay to thee, as Judges here upon the Bench to Male- 
factors, What canſ(t thou ſay for thy ſelf why ſentence 
of condemnation ſhould not paſs upon thee 2 Poor 
creature, thou wilt not have one word to ſay, bur 
mult be as that man in the parable, Mat, 22, Alroge- 
ther ſpeechleſs, When the Judge (hall ſay to you, 
How 1s it that you appear here in the guilt of all your 
fins? were you never told of theſe fins of yours ? 


were you never exhorted to repentance ? Were you 
| nevei 
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never directed the way to get your fins pardoned 2 
were you never invited, perſwaded, intreated that you 
would be ſaved ? did I not ſend my Miniſters,and did 
not they in my Name, and in my Stead, beſeech you 
that you would be reconciled to God ? and did not 
they tell you what you mutt do that you might be re- 
conciled > did you not live under the diſpenſations of 
that Word of Grace that was able to work, Grace in ous 
that did work, Grace in others, and was as able to work 
itin you?why then are ye found in a graceleſ# condition 
this day > O when Jeſu: Chriſt (hall in the preſence of 
all his Saine3 and Angels thus expoſtulate with the fouls 
of ſuch as live and dye without any ſaving good, how 
imexcuſable, how intolerable Will their condemnation 
he | 


O think of it; and as you deſire to eſcape the confws 
ſion of that day, and the condemnation of Hell, O labour 
yer to get Grace wreught in your hearts by the power 
of this Word of Grace, 

In the fourth place. Is it ſo that the Word of God 
is the Word of Grace; © then fiudy thu Word of 
Grace, 

Secondly, Love thi: Word of Grace. 

Thirdly, Cleave cloſe to this Word of Grace ; ttiake 
that the Man of your counſels, Pial. 119. 24. make 
it the Rule of your lives, Gal. 6. 16, But theſe and 
the like Duties I have heretofore ſpoken largely of, 
both in my Sermons upon James x, 25, as alſo when I 
ſhewed you, how the Word of God is the only true and 
adequate Rule of Godlinef, And laftly, in my Cate- 
chiſtical Sermms,wherein I handled largely the Divine 
Original Authority and Perfeltion of the holy Serapenres : 
I pals by thizſe things therefore now, 

And go on to the Exlogie or Praiſe which the Apoſtle 
heie gives : The Word of Grace, which # able robu.ld 
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you #p.] A Metaphor taken Jon Builders, wifere you 
know firſt, men lay the Foundation, and then by de- 
orees ſet up the whole Frame of the Building , one 
piece after another : to this Paw! alludes here, as if he | 
ſhould ſay, 28 to the Corinthians, x Cor. 3.10, Accord- \ 
ing to the Grace given wnto me, 1 as a wiſe Maſter- 
builder have laid the Foundation, Thave by my Miniſtry 
ſerled yot upon the rock Chriſt Feſws, Indeed the work 
is not yet finiſhed, and yer I muſt leave you ; but I 
reſolve to leave you in a ſure hand, who is able to car- 
ry on what I have begun, / commend you to God, and | 
the V Vord of bu Grace, which # able tobmilll you up. 
Three things we may obſerve from theſe words for 
our inſtruction, | 
The firlt is this; That tre Believers, thoſe that are | 
14 the ſlate of Grace, have need to be further edified and | 
built up. | 
Secondly , That true Believers have need of the | 
Word of God for their building up, and edification, | 
Thirdly, That the Word of God is able to build mp true | 
Believers, 


Firſt, That tyue Believers, thoſe that are inthe ſlate of 
Grace, have need to be further edified, and built up, And 
ths I prove to you, | 

Firſt, By thoſe places of Scripture that do enjoyn the 
ed:fication, or building up of the Saints as a Duty : ſo | 
17 heſſ.5.11, Wherefore comfort your ſelves together, and | 
edifie one another, 

Secondly,By thoſe places that ſuppoſe it the pratice 
of rhe Saints, as in 1 Theſſ.5. 11. Edifie one another, as 
alſo you do; (o Jude 20, But you Brethren, = 
your ſelver in your moſt holy Faith, Praying in the Hoty 
Ghoſt, keep your ſelves, Col. 2. 6,7. As ye baverecer- 
ved Chriſt Teſua the Lord, ſo walkin him, rected and buzlt 

Thirdly, 


#p in him, 


mam” 
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Thirdly, This is ond f hoſe FRnpere fro= 
pound the edification, or building up of the Saints, as the 
end and ſcope of Geibel-Ordinances and Church-Adaun- 
ſtrations, Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, All the Officers char Chriſt 
hath given to his Church, and all Miniſterial gifts be- 
Rowed upon thoſe Officers, What is the end and ſcope 
of them > The perfetting of the Saints, the edifying of rhe 
Body of Chrift : So the power of Cenſures in the Church, 
what is the end and ſcope of them ? ſee 2 Cor.13.10, 
According to the power which the Lord hath given me to 
edification ; this owght to be the end and ſcope of all Church 
Adminiſtrations. 1 Cor, 14, 26. Let all things be done is 
edifying, 

Fourthly, This is that, that ought to be theend and 
ſcope , not only of all Publick Adminiſtrations, but 
of all a Chriſtians private attions. Rom. 14. 19, Let 
# therefore follow the things that make for peace, and 
things wherewith one may edifie another, So again, Rows. 
I5.2, Let every man pleaſe his netghbotr, for his good 10 
Edification. Where, 

Fuſt, We have the Duty enjoyned; pleaſing owr neigh» 
Our. * 

Secondly, We have the #niverſality of this Duty : 
Let every man pleaſe his neighbour, 

Thirdly, Yau have the reſtriftion and rule of rhis 
Duty ; for bis good to edification : Let every man pleaſe 
bis ner ghbour for his good to Edi cation. It is not fim- 
ply ſaid, Let every man pleaſe neighbour, it would 


.. pleaſe the Drunkard well to have other men go to the 


Ale-houſe with him ; the Heretick, and Superſtitions 
perſon would like it well to have every one ipeak, and 
do as they do ; but we mult not pleaſe others in theſe 
things, but only ſo far as may be tor their real and rue 
good, and for their Edification ; ſo far we are bound to 


pleaſe them, and no further. So that Edification you 
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fee here 1s the rule, and ſcope, and boundary of all our 


+ Compliance With, and complacency to, in ather men, 


And ſoit 18 of all the athions of our lrves, 2 Cor.12, 
19.W: do all things for 'yaur edifying. Yea,this ought to 
be the {cope and end ot all our words as well as attions. 
Eph. 4. 29. Let 19 Corrupt! communication proceed our of 


your month, but that which is good to the wje of edifying, 


Not a word ſhould come out of a Chriftians mouth, 
but what is good for Ediheation, Now would God, 


. think you, thus enjoyn upon Chriſtians the care of edi- 


fying 0: another ? would the Lord Jeſas Chrift make 
Edification t;,2 end and ſcope of all Church-Ordinances 
and Adminirations ? Would the Haly Ghoſt teach us to 
propound it, and make it the ſcope and exd of all our 
ſayings and Gnngs, next to God's G/zry ? would theſe 
things be, 15 God, Who is infinitely wile, did not 
know that the Saints while they are 1n this life, have 


. need of building up more and more ? 


Now the Keaſors why true Believers, thoſe that are 
in a ſtate of Grace, have yet further need to be buikt 
up and edified, are, 

Firſt, Becauſe God hath appointed a certain meaſure 
and proportion, ard heighth of Grace, which all bus Elett 
hall arrive at before they be taken up into Glory, As a 


* wile Builder waoc when-i2 18 about to build a houſe, 
- he reſolves beforehand how many foot high he will 
e relolves betorenand 301v many foot DIgN Ne WI 


raile 1t, to ſuch. a meaſure, to ſuch a neighth, and then 
he will ceaſe : So God fromall erernity bath decreed 
concerning every particular Believer, to ſuch or ſuch 
a degree of Grace he (hall attain, and be built up, be- 
fore he come to Heaven; this the Apoltile calls a Per- 


felt ran, and the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 


Chriſt, Eph. 4.13. 

Secanaly, God doth ordinarily promove and carry on 
his Peogle t9 this meaſure and drgree, wherennto he bath 
appointed 


— 
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eppointed them, PA, by linle and little, He doth 
not in the tilt inſtant and moment of their Converſi- 

6n and Reg:neration , make them perfect in their 

meaſure, and fit for Heaven : Indeed here and there 

one, God, to thew his Power, is pleaſed to convert 

and fir for Heaven, in one and the ſame moment ot 

time, as the Thief upon the Croſs, bur ordinanily 1t 

is notſo, I have read of ſome Children that have d2en 

born with hair upon their head and beard, as if they 

had arrived at their virits rar, as loon as Dn, bur 
theſe are inter raricra & anomala Nturs ; Here Na- 
ture ſtzps our of her ordinary courſe, ordinarily it 13 
notſo, Yo it 1s here; Sometimes it falls out that a 
man is converted upon his Dzath-b:d, or upon the 
Gallows, as the Thief was upon the Crois ; here now 
Grace is wrought and perfected all at once, bur this 
is inter rariora Grace; I will not lay it is aromalire, 
for Grace is free, and bound to no rules ; but ts 
rarely comes to paſs, except in elett Infants, Cying in 
their infancy ; but ordinarily God doth carry on the 
work of his Grace in his People to its appointed mea- 
ſure by degrees: Hence it is compared to Leaven that 
diftuſeth it ſelf through the Lamp by degrees, Matrh, 
I3. 33. to Light, that diffuſeth it ſelf through the Air 
by degrees, Prov. 4. 18. to Corn, that is firit the green 
blade, then the ear, then the ripe Corn, Mark 4. 28. 
to a Building here, to which a man is every day ad- 


| ding ſomething, and catrying on more and more to 
| Perfe&tion, 


The Uſe of this ſhall be, 

Furſt, To reprove thoſe that dream of a Porfettion they 
have attained already; that boaſt themſelves they are 
perfeit, and free from fin, and conſumate in Grace and 
Holinets ; as perfe& as ever they ſhall be , as perfect? 
ai the Sangs in glory; yea, as perfett 14 Chriſt, as God 

C 3 b:im- 
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himſelf. Would theſe men content themſelves to ſay, 
they are 4s perfelt as ever they ſhall be? that were bold, 
and bad enough, though poſhbly it might prove too (ad- 
ly true of ſome of them ; but to ſay they are as perfet 
« the Sams in glory, as perfelt as Chriſt, as God himſelf, 
this is-to open their mouth againſt the Heavens, and 
to blaſpheme not only the Saints of the moſt High, bur 


the moſt High himſelf. How far was the wiſdom and | 


humility of Paw! from this, Philip, 3.12, 13. Not as 
though I bad alrtady attained, or were already perfett, but 
I folow after, if that 1 may apprehend that for which alſo 
1 am apprebended of Chriſt Jeſus. Brethren, I count nat 
wy ſelf to have apprebended, but this one thing I do, for- 

etting thoſe things that are behind, and reaching forward 


to thoſe things that are before ; I preſs towards the Mark, | 


for the price of the high Calling in Chriſt Jeſw. Bleſſed 
Paul that had been wrapt wp into the third Heavens, and 
had heard things unztterable,yet he doth not count him- 
ſelf pertet, nor reckons that he had attained all that 
Grace which he muſt attain before he comes to make 
his eternal abode in bleaven ; therefore he forgets, 
overlooks what he hath, and conſiders what he wants, 
forgetting that which i behind, and reaching forth to that 
which us before, by preſſeth forward. 

Had ſome of thoſe ſelf-conceited, ſelf-deluded poor 
ſouls, that dream ſo much of their own perfettion, and 
talk of it as ſome men do in their dreams, had they I 
ſay been wrapt up with Paul into the third Heavens; 
they might have had ſome ſhadow of Reaſon to boaſt 
of their own perfettion ; but alas, poor creatures, 
they carry their own confutation about with them in 
their crazte bodies, and diftempred fpirits. O Brethren, 
take heed of this deluſion, take heed of ſaying you 


haye enongh, you are perfeR : I never read nor heard - 


pf any that ſaid, I am rich and increaſed in goeds, and 


ach 


— 
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lack, nothing, but Chriſt 63.4 them on the contrary, 
T box art poor, and blind, and naked, and miſerable, He 
that ſaith he hath Grace enough before he come in Heaven, 
it is tobe feared be bath none at all, nor will never come 
there, 

In the Second Place,therefore be exhorred ; Seeing 
that true Beleivers have need of further duilding up, 
O be exhorted to make it the great buſineſs of your lrver, to 
build up your ſelves and one another towards perfeti:on more 
and more, You have heard this is that the Holy. G hoſt 
enjoyns: Edifie your ſelver,and edifie one another, And let 
this, I beſeech you, as you love your ſouls, be the ain 
buſineſs of your lives; do not make it a buſinefs of the 
Fy, as many do, whoſe main dekgn and buhneſs they 
drive, is for the world, and the things of the world ; 
as for edifying themſelves and one another, that is laid 
by for ſpare hours, when they have nothing elſe to do : 
but O my Brethren, make the ediſy1ng of. your ſelves, 
and one another, the main deſign and intendment of 
your lives, make it your daily rask and work, if you 
would not have the whole work of Grace in your ſouls 
decay, and wn to ruine, If any of you now have a 
houſe in building, and had laid the foundation, begun 
to rear up the bnilding, and (© letit Rand by, conten- 
ted that your wogk-man ſhould finiſh at his leaſure, 
When he could ſpare time, when he had nothing elle 
to do, Would not all the world condemn you as very 
1mprovident men, and negligent of your own concern- 
ments 2 O that men were bur as wiſe for their fouls, 
as they are for the world! O why (ſhould you neg- 
le&t your ſouls > why ſhould you ſuffer the building of 
Grace, which God hath begun to rear up in your ſouls, 
to decay and run to ruine,as it will certainly do? tor, 
Non progredi, ef regreds, Not to go forward, is to go 
backward, O therfore be adding daily,and doing ſomes 
C 4 thing 
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thing in your fouls daily, Could the Heathen Painter 
be ſo intent and induſtrious upon his trade of Painting, 
that he could ſay, Nulla dies fine linea, and all, that he 
might excell in that Art? And ſhall not Chriſtians be 
More intent upon, and more induſtrious in their atten- 
dance to the work of Grace in their ſouls ? ſhall any 
day paſs them without ſomething done for their edifi- 
cation, and for the carrying on of the work of Grace in 
their hearts unto more pertection ? O far be it, far be 
It from every true Chniſtan, Tow Brethren, building up 
our ſelves in your moſt holy Faith, and praying alwayes ih 
the Holy-Ghoſt, keep your ſelves in the Love of God, 

But you will ſay ; How ſhall we do that ? What can 
we do towards the 6«i/ding up of our ſelves? Why the 
following DoRtines will tell you that,the next where- 
of is this ; 

That the beſt of Chriſtians have need of the Word of 
God for their edification and building up. Therefore the 
Apoſtle here commends even the Elders of Epheſms, 
who were themſelves Officers of Chriſt, and Bualders1n 
the Church of Chriſt, the Apolile commends them to the 
Word of Grace : (0 the Apoltle exhorts Timothy, x Tim. 
4+ 13. Till I come give attendance to Reading, to Exhor- 
fation,to Doctrine, Give attendance to reading; to Ica- 
ding what ? certainly the holy Scriptures, the Word of 
God, Timothy was one that had knows the Scriptures of 
& Child, 2 Tim, 3. 15. and that had received extra- 
ordinary Gifts of the holy Ghoſt by the laying on of 
the Apoſtles bands, 2 Tim. 1, 6, that was an Evange- 
liſt, a Preacher of the Goſpel to the Gentiles ; yer 
even this Ti»thy, though thus qualified, gifted, and 
zmployed,muſt till pre attendance to reading ; not only 

:ade now & then a Chapter, but grve attendance ts read- 
2ng,if he means to bvild up others,or to be himſelf built 
"pin Grace and Holineſs : So that you lee the belt of 
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Chriſtans have need of the Word of God for their 
building up, and edification, 

T hat this was the deſign, and ſcope of Godan cauſ- 
ing his Word to be commirted to writing, 1s clear, 1n 
2 Tim, 3.16, 17, All Scripture « given by inipiration 
from God, and ts profitable for Dotrine, for Reproof, for 
Correttion, for Inſtruttion in Righteouſneſs , "That the 
man of God may be perfett, throughly furm(ſhed unto all 
good works : There is th: end why all Scripture was 
given, that the man of God may be built up uno perfethion, 
And that this is the end why Chriſt hath inſtituted in 
his Church a publick Miniſtry, for the opening and ap- 
plying of theſe Scripcures, is clear ont of Epheſ. 4, 
11, 12, And be gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfetting of the 
Saints, for the work, of the Muuiſtry, for the edifying of 
the body of Chriſt, Now if the infinite Wiſdom of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not know that the beft of hig 
Servants Would need his Word for their edification 
and building up, He would never have commirted his 
Word fiiit to writing, and afterwards have appointed 
a continual preaching of it in his Church,in ſeaſon and 
out of ſeaſon, as a means properly ſubſervient to their 
edification, We may conclude therefore ; That the beſs 
of Chriſtians have need of the Word for their edification 
and building up. 

And this, firſt, condemns the Impiety of the Pope, I ſay 
of the Pope rather than of the Papif#s; for the poor Peo- 
ple ſuffer under this /mprety of the Pope and tus Clergy, 
who deprive their Laity, as they call them, of the uſe 
and benefit of the Scriptures, making it a Capital crime 
for any of them to have the Scriptures in any common 
or ordinary language, ſtalian, French, Spaniſh, or the 
like, Satan himielf could never have invented a more 
ipecdy and effeftual way for the deſtroying of ſouls 
thar this is, They 
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They pretend indeed for this wickedneſs of theirs, 
reverence to the Scriptures, and care of ſouls ; they 
would not ( o lay) have the Scriptwres polluted, 
and prophaned, by being made common, and handled 
with wwwaſhed and zuholy bands, therefore they ſuffer 
none to deal with the Scriptures but men in holy Orders ; 
and they are afraid left by putting the Scriptures into 
vulgar hands, they ſhould bur put a knife into the hand 
of a child or mad-man, wherewith to wound and de- 
ſtroy themſelves, wreſting the Scriptures to their own 
deſtrution. But O how fooliſh is the wiſdom of man, 
when it would exalt it ſelf above the #:/dom of God ! 
Did not God know how to provide for the Honour and 
Majeſty of his Sacred Word, and for the good and well- 
fare of poor Souls , if the #ord were expoſed to the 
view and uſe of the meaneſt, and loweſt of People > 
Why then were the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament 
writren to the Church of the Jews in the Hebrew tongue, 
which every man, Woman and child ſpake, and under- 
ſtood 2 and why where the Scriptures of the New-T #- 
ftament written to the Churches of the Gemt:/es in the 
Greek, tongue, which was the proper and maternal lan- 
uage of moſt of the Churches we reade of in the 
ew-Teſtament, and generally underſtood by all to 
whom the Goſpel was at firſt preached ? and what 
mean all thoſe Commandments both in the Old & New 
Teſtament, for reading, meditating and ſearching the 
Scriptures, and thoſe promiſes of Bleſhng to them chat 
ſo do, made and given promiſcuouſly unto all, if all 
may not, yea ought not to reade the Scriprwres ? And 
why did the Apoſtles, guided by the Spirit of God, diret 
and intitle their Epsſtler,not to Biſhops, and Church Offi- 
eers only, but evento the whole Church, the Plebs and 
all, if the Plebs might not reade the Scriptures ? And 
way doth Jobs write his Canmical Epiſtle to the Eleft 
Lady 


= 09 = 
ws = 


Q. © 


99S. AE... a ©. as ww 


WL 

Lady, and to Gaim 2 private Chriſtian, if Ladies and 
private Chriſtians might not reade Canonical Scnp= 
ture ? And why do Chryſoſtom, Hicrom, Auſtin, and 
others of the glorious Lights of the antient Church, ſo 
vehemently exhort their People and Auditors to the 
reading and fiudy of the Scriptares ? had theſe men 
no care of the Honour of the Scriptures, or the good 
of the Soul > Apage. Away with theſe pretences : the 
true reaſon why the Pope and his Accomplices do fo 
udiouſly (mother the Scriptures from their People, is 
that, rendred by our Saviour John 3. 20. For every 
one that doth evil bateth the Light, neither cometh tothe 
Light, leſt his deeds ſhould be reproved, And their doom 
(hall be with choſe, Luke 11. 52. s unto you Law- 
yers, for you have taken away the Key of Knowledge ; 
you entered not in your ſelves, and them that were entered 
in you hindered. 

In the ſecond place ; This reproves the Impiety of 
the Papiſts , who under pretence of honounng the 
Scriptures, (hut them from the commom people : So 
this (on the other ſide) reproves the blaſphemy of thoſe 
that think themſeclvs too good to ſtand 1n need of the Scrip 
eures,the Word of God, 1 he Papiſts think the Scriptures 
too good for the yulgar people to have any thing to do 
withal ; theſe think themſelves, though God knows 
they are poor ignorant people, yet they think them- 
ſelves too good to have any thing todo with the Scri- 
ptures, or to ſtand in need of any infiruRion or dire- 
Rion from the Screprures, the Word of God; they think 
they have the YVord of Ged within, the Light within, 
and that is ſufficient for them. Indeed they will grant 
you, that the Prophecy of Iſaiah and Feremiab, it Was 
the Word of God to Iſaiah and Jeremiah, and the Peo- 
ple that lived in their times ; and ſo the Epiſtles of 
Paul and Pier, they were the V Vard of God to m_ 
an 
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and Paul, and to thoſe & whom they wrote them ; but 
as for themſelves, they have ( they make account ) the 
ſame infallible Spirit that Peter and Paul had, and the 
diltates and metions of that Spirit are the ſame infal.. * 
lible V Vord of God to them, that it was to the Prophets 
and eApoſtles, binding them, and others to whom, chey 
are ſenc, to ſpeak it as infallibly as the Revelation of 
God to the Prophets and Apoltles, and their ſpeak- 
ing them to others did bind them. O Pride! O Blaſeeo |} 
phemy ! 

Suppoling it to be true which they ſay, that they * 
have the ſame imfallible Spirit Which the Apoſtles and | 
Prophets had ; Yet, fuſt, it will not follow that they |} 
have it in the ſame Operations and Manifeſtations - | 

; 


that the Prophets and Apoſtles had ; it is a certain 
Truth, that all the Ele& of God that are ſanRifhed 
have but one and the ſame Spirit, quickning all, gui- 
ding all: As itis written, There « one Body, and one 
Spirit, Eph. 4. 4. But, ſaith the Apoſtle, there are di- 
verſity of Gifts, but th: ſame Spirit ; and diverſity of 
Adminiſtrations, and drverſity of Operations, 1 Cor, 12, | 
4, 5, 6. And all theſe worketh one and the ſame Spirit, | 
ver.1r, Thusit was in the Apoſtles dayes,all that had 
the ſame Spirit that Petey and Paul had to renew them, 

2nd ſan&ifhe them, and work all Grace in them need- 

ful to Salvation, had not the ſame infallible Grrdance of 

the Spirit to enable them to deliver things that (hould 

be infallible, and avremrar. Are all Apoſtles? are all 

Prophets ? x Cor, 12, 29, mach leſs then .can 1t be 

ſaid now. And it is bigheſt preſump:1on for any one 

that thinks he hath received, and hath indeed recei- 

ved the Spirit unto ſanttificatien, to think «hat tnere- 

fore be hath the Spirit in its ;»fallible guidance and di- 
reition, 

Secondly. Suppoſe that theſe People had the Sperce 
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of infallible guidance and direft;on, and were indeed 
inſpired Proppers, yet that doth not give them a ſuper 
(edeas from attending to the Scripturegthe Word of God, 
Daniel was a Prophet, immediately, infallibly inſpi. 
red, yet he ſiudied the Scriptures, Dan. 9. 2. 1 Daniel 
wnder/inod by Books the number of the years, whereof the 
Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the Prophet, So did 
David, though an in#fired Prophet, Pal, x19. So did 
all the Prophets, 1 Per. x, 10, 11. Of which the Pro. 
phets bave enquired, and ſearched diligently, who prophe- 
fied of the Grace that (hould come unto jou, ſearchin 
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Chriſt which 
was in them did ſignifie ; when it teſtified beforehand the 
ſufferings of Chr:jt, and the Glory that ſhould follow, So 
that, were they what they would pretend to be, which 
they are not, Prophets, yet they are not too good to 
attend fiill upon the Scriptures , the Word of God. 
Methinks I hear the God of Heaven ſpeaking to theſe * 
poor but proud ones, as ſometimes he did by way of \ 
holy ſarcaſm to the Prince of Tyre, Ezck. 28.2. and fo \ 
on, Becauſe thine heart is lified up, and thes haſt ſaid, 
1 am a God; (He that ſaith, he is gedded with God, and 
perfett as God xs, doth he not ſay,{ ama God ?) Bebold, 
thou art wiſer than Damel, ver. 3. ( Damet was ſuch a 
ſimple man, as though he was a Prophet,and had glorious 
Vifions and {nſÞ;rations, yet he, like a hmple man, 
would hag upon the Scriptures, the written Word of 
God : but Now att wiſer than Damel, theu regardeſt 
not the Scroprures, thou haſt as ſure and infallible a 
Light within thee as that Word is) Thom ſcaleft wp the 
ſum, full of wiſdom, and perfett in beauty, ver.12. Thou 
haſt been in Eden the Garden of God ; every precious ſtoxe 
was thy covering,ver.13. Thou art the anointed Chernb; 
thou haſt walked up ard down in the midſt of the ſtones of 
fire, ver. 14, Thou waſt perfett in thy wayes, from the 
__ 
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day that thou wert created, ver, 15. All this is ſpoken, 
xze7s Hitar, according to the opinion that the Prince 
of Tyre had of himſelf , God duth but (peak his own 
words and thoughts. And truly ſuch are the thoughes 
of this proud generarion, they think they are ſo perfect, 
and ſo full of wiſdom, they have no need of the Scrip» 
tures, the VVord of Gd. 

In the third place ; Let this that you have heard, 
That even the beſt have need of the VYord; O let it 
teach every one of you to labour to maintain 1m your 
heart an humble ſenſe of your continual need of the Word, 
an boly hunger atter the Word, a ready cloſing with every 
Opportumty of attending wpon the word, a lothneſs above 
all things to part with the VVord, to be left without 
the YVord; berter part with the Light of your eyes, 
with the Bread that is the Raff of your lives, yea, with 
the Life of your bodies, than' part with the YVord, 
which able to build yon up, and give you an inheritance 
among them that are ſaritified, 

And ſo I come to the third DoRrine, which is this; 
That the VVord of God is able to build np the Saints, 
Therefore fait! Paul here, 7 commend you to God, and 
the VVord of his Grace, which us able to build you wp. 

Yea(might they think) it is true, if we had ſuch a one 
as Pax for to preach the YVYord of God (till unto us, 
then indeed we ſhould hope to be edifi:d and built up, 

Nay,ſaith the Apofile, though I ſhall preach no more 
to you, and though you ſhall ſee my face no more, 
whatever becomes of me, yet the / Yord of God is able 
to build you up. The word of God 1s able to build up the 
Saints : it 18 able to convert them, which is the greater, 
therefore it is able to build them wp, which is the /eſſer; 
It 1s able to ſave their ſouls, Jam. 1.21, which is the end, 
therefore it is able to byi/d them wp, Which is but in 
rendency to that 8nd, 

| Hence 
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Hence it is that the Word of God is compared to 
tools Or inſtruments whereWith men b«i/d, to an Ax, 
Mat. 3. t0 an Hammer, and to Fire, Fer. 23, And 
here, Icis able to build wp, but how ? nor of it ſelf,no 
more than an Ax, or an Hammer can build a Houſe of 
it ſelf ; but God working with the Word, and by the 
Word, 28 an Inſtrument : The Word is able to build 
up the Saints : The weapons of onr warfare ( ſaith the 
Apoftle, {peaking of the Miniſtry of the YVord ) are 
wmphty through God, 2 Cor. 10, 4. Therefore the Apo- 
file here joyns God and the YYord together ; I com- 
mend you to God, and the VVord of his Grace, which is 
able. God by the YVVord of his Grace is able to build you 
up» not the YVord alone without God. 

Now this b-1/ding up imports two things, 

1. Preſervation from decay. 
2. Progreſs and carrying on unto Perfetlion. 

Now the Word is able to do both theſe, 

Firſt, /c #5 able to preſerve and keep the Saints from 
decaying in their Graces, from decaying in Faub and 
Holineſs. 

Secondly, Ir is able to carry them from Grace, and 
build them uy to more perfettion, 

Let this then be a comfort to all the wpright-hearted 
People, who ut may be are now full of fear * they ſhell 
decay and wither away, and come to nothing, 'eſpecually 
when there is ſuch a great and viſible decay of Prea- 
chers and Preaching in the Land, wio (alas) when they 
had the YYord conſtantly and inſtancly preached and 
preſſed upon them, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, had 
yet march ado to hold on their courſe then 3 and now 
{o many of their faichfal, able T eachers ate removed 
from them, are ready to think, What ſhall they do 
now? what will become of them ? they ſhall never 
be able to hold our, Well Chriſtians, fear not,as long 

as 
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as God lives, and as his Y/ord lives, ad you are con- 
mended to them, and rehgned up to them, you are 
ſafe enough, well enough, God is able, and the Val 
of God is able to keep you from falling away, Fude 
24, He 1s able to build you up, and he will doit ; al- 
ſure your ſelves God will never ſuffer it to be ſaid 
concerning him, as of that man in the Parable, The 
man begun to build, but was not able to finiſh, Luke x4. 

O, 

: ——VVhich i able to build you up, and give you an 
anheritance among all them that are ſanttified, 

Qs. This [aberitence here ſpoken of, what is it? 

Anſ. That 'which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Col. 1.12, 
and calls an Inheritance among the Saints in Light; And 
which the Apolile Peter (peaks of, 1 Per, 1. 4, and 
calls an Inheritance incorruptible, nndefiled, and that fa- 
deth not. away, reſerved for us in the Heavens, So that 
this ate of Happineſs, and Glory in the Life to come, is 
it which the Apoſtle means by this Inheritance, An 
Inheritance among all them that are ſantl fied. 

Several Doctrines are obſervable from hence, 

Firlt, That Heaven and the Happineſs of it, is an In- 
beritance. 

Secondly, That this Inheritance of Heaven, ut is 4 
Gift, 

Thirdly, That God gives this Inheritance by bu 
VVaord, -which # able to build you up, and groe y*8 
an Inheritance, 

Fourthly, That Heaven « only for ſantified Berſons; 
Itis an Inheritecne among them that ave ſanthified, | 

Fiftly, That Heaven for all ſantlified Perſons, It is 
an Inheritance among ALL T HE M that are ſane 
Hified. | 

A Heaven is an Inheritance, So Epheſ, 1,11, 

In whom alſo we have obtained an Inheritance: and v.14; 
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Which & the earveſt of onr Inheritance, Col, 1, 12, Heb, 
925. and in many other places. 

Hence ir is that the Saints in Scripture are ſo often 
calied Heirs, Heirs according to Promuſe, Gal, 3, 29. 
and Heirs of Grace, 1 Pet. 3.7. Heirs of Salvation, 
Heb, 1, 14. Heirs of the Kingdom; James 2. 5. Heirs 
of God, yea Co-heirs with Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17, where I 
pray mark, that Believers are ſaid to be joynt-beirs 
with Chriſt, not joynt-purchaſers with Chiift, no, Chriſt 
is Soloefwrchaler of Life and Glory : but he is plea- 
ſed of his Free Grace to admit the Saints into partner- 
ſkip with him of that Inhericance which he hath pur- 
chaſed : They are therefore ſaid to be Heirs of God and 
joynt-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt, 

They are ſaid to be Heirs of God in reſpeR of the 
Perſon whoſe Heirs they are; as aman is ſaid tobe ſuch 
a mans Heir, 

They are ſaid to be joynt-beirs with Chriſt in reſpe& 
of the Perſon in whoſe right the Inheritance falls to 
them, 

They are aid to be Heirs of Life and Salvation, in 
reſpect of the Matter and Subſtance of the Inheritance s 
They are ſaid to be Heirs of Grace and Promiſe, in re- 
ſpect of the way and means Whereby they come for to 
have claim to this [nher:itance. 

Hereditas,Caith the Civil Lawyer,eft Succeſſo in uni- 
verſum jus defunth;, When a man dyes, and leaves his 
whole Eftate, Houſe, Lands, Money, Goods, and all 
he had to another, he that there fucceedeth in his 
whole Efate, is Heres ex afſe, his ſole Heir, Now, 
truly, Believers cannot in this ſenſe be ſaid ro be the 
Heirs of God, nor can the happineſs, and glary of the 
Life to come, upon this account be ſaid to be an [nhe- 

ritance ; for God is Immortal, and thetefare this 1 he- 
ritance 1s not Succeſſio in jus defunihh, Agpd yet never- 
D chele's 
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theleſs the happineſs of & Saints in the Life to come 
is called an Inheritaxce, and the Saints are laid to be 
Heirs of God, 

Firft, Becauſe as an He:r enterirg upon the whole 
Eltate of all that, that was that mans, whoſe Heir he 
is, he exjoeth it all : So the Saints being the Heirs of 
God, pofleſs and enjoy all the good things that are in God ; 
they have Kight to them here in this life, but they poſe 
ſeſs and enjoy them in the Life to come. 

Secondly, Becauſe as ordinarily men mike their 
children their Hezrs, natural children if they have any, 
or if they have none, they adop: ſome intotheir family, 
and make them hi(t their ch:/drer:,then their Heirs ; to 
it is here, all that are the Heirs of God,'they are the 
Children of Ged, not by Natare, but by the Grace of A- 
doption, Rom. 8. 17. If Children, thex Heirs , Heirs 
of God, and Joynt-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt 5 Teſs C brift 
1s the Oxly Son of Ged by Nature and Hejs the Heir of 
all things, Heb.1. 2, Believers being by Faith united 
and joyned to Chiiſt,they become thereby the Adopted 
Children of God, and Joynt-beryrs with Chriſt : and this 
Grace of Adoption and Co-heirſhip, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
hath purchaſed for them with tis own Blood, 

Thirdly, Becauſe as an /[»heritarce it} is Largiſſima 
Compenſatio, a large and abundant recompence of all 
"that Love and Obedience which the Son! yeelds to the 
Father : So the Hapineſs and Glory of the Life tocome 
is not only a ſ»ſficient, but a ſuperabundant Recompence 


of all that ths Sainis of God either do or ſuffer fox | 


him, 
Fourthly, Becauſe ofren in Scripture, the phraſe, 
or denomination of an [nheritanceis uſed pro anauis re- 
gra'a et accepta; So Pſal. 16, The lines rt fallen to me 
zn pleaſant places, and 1 have a goodly Heritage : Now 
the Hapineſ# and Glory of the Lite to come may be ar 
le 
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led an Inheritance becauſe it is the moſt acceptable, de< 
ſfirable, delightful thing that God himſelf could beſtow upon 
the Creature, 

Fiftly, An [nheritaxce it is a free gift. No Son can 
claim the Inheritance at his Fathers bands by way of 
merit ; indeed a man may by his demers forfeit his /»- 
heritance and deſerve to be d:/inberited, but no child can 
challenge the Inheritance of men, but muſt receive ir 
of free gift: And the Child yet ows all love; and all 
ſervice, and all duty to his Father though he have ne- 
ver a peny of Inhetirance to leave him ; and though 
he hath, and ſhould nor leave it to him, but leave ic to 
fome other,yer ill the child ows all Love and Duty to 
his Father ; and the Inheritance that is left him, itis 
his Fathers love and good-will, and not his deſert : 
So the Happineſs and Glory of the Life to come (though 
as I (aid before in the third Particular, it is a ſufficient 
ſuper-abundant reward of all the Love, Duty, Service; 
and Sufferings of Believers ) yet it is not the wages 
of their Service, but it is the Grace of God? the free Gift 
of ths good Will and Pleaſure of God, An4 that leads 
me to the ſecond Doctrine, 

That the Heavenly Inheritance it ts a Gift. 

$q Scripture expreſly ſpeaks, Luke 12, 32, It i your 
Fa: hers good Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, Rom.6. 
23 The wages of ſin is death ; bat the gift of God 
Eternal Life, through Feſws Chriſt our Lord, Death 
indeed is due wages,deſerved waves, but eternal Life, 
the Heavenly Inheticance is a Gifc,, « fry gefr, a mect 
gifc, ſo in many otherplaces ; and needs ir muſt be fo. 
] will but uſe the Apoſtle's disjunRion, Roms. 4. 4+ 
Ether ut muſt be of Grace, or of Debt, of debr it cannot 
be, And therefore it muſt needs be of Grace. 

That the Heavenly Inheritance, or Reward, cannot 
be of Debt, I prove, 
D 2 Fi:ft, 
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Firſt, That what ever it } that makes another indebted 
wato me, it muſt be in debitum «nto hims : [For by doing 
that which is a dne debt in me, and witich I am ob- 
liged to do, I can never make him for whom I do it 
indebted unto me : Now all our Service and Obe- 
dience to God it 18 butdue debt in us unto God, itis 
that we are obliged to, and therefore all our Service 
can never oblige God or make him indebted unto us. 
Lpon this account 1t 18 our Saviour teacheth us, Luke 
17.10, When je bave done all theſe things which are 
commanded you, ſay, We are unprofiiable Servants,we have 
done that which was our duty to do, 

Secondly, This cannot bs of devt, becauſe there 
muſt be a proportion between the Work, and the Reward 
zo make the Reward due of debt, Aman that works in 
your Fields for you a day,. Why he may come at night 
and claim twelve or fourteen pence for a dayes work 
a$ a due debr, but if he ſhoulda challenge an hundred 
or a thouſand pound for one dayes work, you would 
look 1pon hifn as unreaſonable and impudent : There 
is infinitely more difference between all our Service, 
and the heavenly Iaberitance, than there is berween a 
pound for a dayes hedging or ditching in your Fields : 
It cannot be, that Heaven (ſhould be a debt, it mult 
then be a Gift, net of Debt but of Grace, 

Szeing then,thatHeaven is an ſuberictance,and thers- 
fore of Gift, not of Merit, becauſe an Inheritance, 
Le: this teach ws to abhor that proud Popiſh doftrine of 
IMrit, and alpnire,” and adore the free Grace of God tn 
Jeſus Chriſt, The Reward of Heaven and Glory it 18 
5: a Purchaſe,but an Inheritance, Among men there 
is a great d*11 of difference between a Purchaſe, and 
«1 Interitance. For a Purchaſe a man layeth down 8 
vaii:avle price, but an Inheritance comes to hum freely, 
it colts aim nothing ; pollibly it might colt another 
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man much that urchaſed it for him, but if it deſcend 

unto him by Inhericance, it colts him nothing, O 
my Brethren! Heaven,the Happineſs and Glory of the 
Life to come, it is not our Purchaſe, but our Inheri- 
tance, We pay nothing for it; indeed it colt Chriſt, our 

elder Brother, dear to purchaſe i it, not for himſelf, 

for He was Heir by birth ; but to purchaſe this Inherj. 
rarce for us it colt him dear, but it colt us nething, 
Chriſt bequeathed it untous of free Gift : it istoug 
not of purchaſe, but /zheriraxce ; therefore 1t 1s not of 
Merit, but of Grace, 

Yea, Heaven is not only ſaid to be our Inheritance, 
but we are ſaid to be made Heirs: So Tit, 3.7. We 
are not born Heirs of Heaven, but born Heirs of Hell, 
bur we are made Heirs of Heaven by the Grace of 
Adoption; yea we are not only made Heirs of Heaven 
by the Grace of Adoption, but we are made fic for Hea- 
ven by the Grace of Santtification , unto Acceptation, 
So that here all is of Grace : The [nheritance of Grace, 
our Right and Tittle toit is of Grace ; our Fitting and 
Preparing for it, is of Grace ; all of Grace, nothing 
of Merit ; all of God, nothing of our ſelves, 

Secondly, this, That Heaven is an Inheritance which 
_ freely gives. This ſhould teach all of us, 

To ſet our minds upon this Inheritance, A man 
that hath bur poſſibilities, or expeRations of an Inhe- 
ritance to befal him by the death of ſuch or ſuch a one, 
though it be but a poor, ſlender, paltry matter , yet 
how hardly can he keep his mind from running upon 
it, from thinking long till he come to the poſleſſion 
of it, from even almolt wiſhing ſometimes the party 
dead whoſe the preſent poſſeſſion is, 

Filizs ante diem Patrios mnquirit 1n anno? 
Many a graceleſs Child is even weary of his Father, 
and fick of bis Mother, only becauſe his mind runs ſo 
D 3 much 
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much upon the Patrimody, the Inheritance, and be 
thinks ſo long for it. Prpillumice utinam quem proxi- 
mus Heres [mpello ex pungam ſaith another, O 
my Brethren! did we look upon the Rate and happi- 
neſs of the life to come as an Inheritance, as our I he- 
ritance, it would be To with us, we could not keep our 
minds from running out upon the happineſs and glory 
of the life to come, our thoughts would be running up- 
on 1t, our hearts would be longing and wiſhing for the 
poſſeſſion of it; and here we may give our thoughts and 
deſires /ine& ſcope to the utmoſt. Indeed in our thoughts 
of, and defires after earthly inheritances, we had need 
ſet bounds to our thoughts, and watch our ſelves, leſt 
we ſhould fin and tranigreſs thz Commandments ; but 
In reference to this Heavenly Inheritance we may let 
our thoughts and defires run tothe urmoſt bounds and 
extent of their capacities. Many fin in thinking of 
Heaven too little, or defiring Heaven too little ; few, 
if any, fin in minding and defiring Heaven too much : 
that therefore is the firſt duty this ſhould teach us, To 
ſet our minds upon Heaven, as upon a 1ich Inbert- 
fance, 

2. Thus ſhould teach wu to labour to get Evidences, that 
Heaven 1s. our Inheritance, and when we have got them, 
ro keep them, You know among men, if a manlay 
Claim to an Inheritance, and hath nothing to ſhew for 
it, he doth but befool himſelf in it; or, if a man hath 
a ſight and title to ah Inberstance, yet if he hath not 
good and ſufficient Evidence to ſhew for it, he will 
have but little quiet and peace in the enjoymenr of it, 
Any wrangling litigious fellow may ſhake his freehold, 
and create to him a great deal of trouble and moleſta- 
$ion, if nor put himquite out cf poſſeſſion : So here. 
A man doth but befool himſelf in laying claim to Hea- 
ven, if he hath no Evidence to produce for that claim af 
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his. . And this is the commoneſt, and greateſt folly in 
the World, Men can deride the folly of thoſe that do 
thus, in reference to earthly and temporal /nheritances, 
and yet themſelves do the ſame things in reference to 
this glorious Inheritance, reſerved in the higheſt Hea- 
vens, Claim it, and have nothing at all to ſhew for it. 
CO) cake heed of this, get Evidence to ſhew for this 
Heavenly [nberitance, elie never lay claim toit, If 2 
man hath a tive right and title to Heaven, yet if he 
hath no Evidence to ſhew for that Title of his, he will 
have little quiet and peace in his Claim, Every Chri- 
{tian h&th to do with a melt ſubtil, and quarelſome ad- 
verſary,the Devil, who will be continually ſhaking thy 
Free-hvold, and though he cannot diſpoſleſs thee, nor 
rend aWay thine [zheritaxce, yet he will continually 
vex and moleſt thee; and no way to fiop his mouth, 
but by 'getting good Evidence that this Inheritance is 
thine, Now there are three grand Scripture-Evidences 
of our Right to this [zberitance, which we find in the 
Rolls and Record of Sacred Writ, 

The firſt is, The [n. being of Chriſt 1 the ſoul, Col. 1, 
27. Chriſt in you the hope of Glory, 

The ſecond is, Our Adoptios, or being the Chil- 
drenof God. Rem.8, 17, If Children, then Heirs, 

The third is, Owr Santtification, Here in the Text, 
An Inberitance among them that are (ax{tified, 

Now it is true, theſe three are 1»ſeparable ; he that 
hath any one of them, hath all of them. Though poſ- 
fibly ane may be more evident than another ſhall, yet 
where one is, they all are, Labour therefore to get 
evidence cf theſe : either the Evidence of the Inberng 
of Chriſt in you, or the Evidence of your Adoption, or 
the evidence of your Sanit:fication. Never leave taking 
pains with your hearts till you have got theſe Evi- 


dences. 
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And when you have once obtained them, prize them, 
keep them, as you would keep the Apple of your eye, as 
you would keep your Life, your Soul, You know how 
careful men are to keep their Deeds and Evidences ; 
In time of War and Plunder, they will let twenty 
thipgs be ſeized, plundered, and cartied away, rathe: 
than their Evidences: Ih times of Calamity and Fire, 
Jet all they have be loſt and burnt rather than their 
Writings and Exudences, So, my Brethren, ſhould it be 
with us, in reference to our Evidences for Heaven, we 
ſhould keep them with exaQteft care and diligence ; 
whatever Sata» plunder us of, never let us ſuffer him 
to plunder our Evidences for Heaven, never ſuffer him 
to ſteal or rend away the Evidences of Chriſt's inbeing 
in us, of our being the Sons and Daughters of God, of 
our Sanctification ; labour to hold and maintain theſe 
to the utmoſt, 

Thirdly, This ſhould teach ws to improve oxr right to 
this Inheritance, to make that Uſe of 1t, and get that 
Benefit by it that we ought. As namely, 

Firſt, To conclude from thence that being an Heir, an 
Heir of Hegven, thou carft wot but be well provided for 


in the mean time, till thou comeſt tothe atinal and full poſ-. 
ſeſſion of thine Inheritance, We ſee how great Heirs 


are well and honourably maintained, even in their m- 
»ority, their Fathers being rich and kind,will not ſuffer 
them to want any thing that is needful and fit for them. 
If thou canſt upon good Evidence conclude thy ſelf an 
Heir of God, thou mayeſt from thence conclude thou 
ſhalt want nothing that is for thy good. And there- 
fore, 

Secondly, In the want of any thing, thow mayeſt, thou 
Ouphteft with boldneſs to go to God, and make thy wants and 
requeſts known to bros, with full aſſurance that thou ſhalt 
ſpeed in thy requeſt which he ſeeth fir for thee, God "i [! 
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be ſo far from denying thee, that it will be the joy «aff 
rejoycing of his heart to ſee that thou cant diſcern what 
is needful and convenient for thee, and it will be a 
prevailing motive with God ; O this is my Heir, I 
may not deny him that which is good for aim,now that 
he asketh it of me. 

Thirdly, In the evidence and aſſurance of this Inhe. 
ritance, comfort thy ſelf in all other loſſes and wants what«. 
ſoever :, whatever thou loſeſt thou cant nor loſe thine 
Inheritance, thou maieſt loſe thy Liberty, thy Living, 
thy Friends, thy Minifters, God's Ordinances, thy 
Life, yea the ſweet and comfortable ſence of God's 
Love, which is berrer than Life ; but comfort thy ſelf 
in this, thine Inheritance thou canit not loſe, that is 
reſerved for thee i the higheſt Heavens ; thou maicſt 
ſooner ceaſe to be a Man than to be an Heir : this was 
that cauſed the Saints of God formerly to take joofully 
the ſpoyling of their goods, In Heb. 11, 34. Knowmng 
that they bad in Heaven, a better and a more enduring 
Subſtance, 

Fourthly, Knder ſharpeſt diffenſations of Drome Pro- 
vidence ſtill comfort thy ſelf with this, thou art «a Child, 
thou art an Heir ſtill; thy Father may frown upon thee, 
chide thee, buffer, ſcourge thee, turn thee out of 
doors for a few nights, all this is ſad, but He mill 
never d:/pherit thee. Other fathers indeed ſome. 
times out of their paſſion and diſpleaſure, and ſome» 
times upon the miſdemeanours of their ſons, difinke, 
rit them, but God cannor, will not do thus to any of 
His Children ; For the Lord will not caſt off for ever, but 
though -he canſe grief, yet will he have compeſſon accord- 
my to the multunde of buy Mercier, Lam. 3. 31, 32, 
and John 8, 35. The Servant abides not in the Houſe 
for ever, but the Son abideth for ever : A mercinary 
may be turned off for ever, but a Son never ſhall, = 
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$9. 32, 33. 1 will viſit ther tranſgreſſions with a Rod, 
and their iniquities with Stripes; neverthele(s my Lo- 
wing-kindneſs will I not take from them , nor ſuffer my 
Fauhfulneſs to fail. 

Fifthly, From the conſideration of this, that thou 
artan Heir of Heaven, arm thy ſelf againſt the ſears of 
Death ; let Death be terrible to thoſe whoie portion is 
folely and wholly in this life, whom D-:ah ſeparates 
from all the good they have, and hope for : As for thee 
who art a Ch:/d of God,an Heir of Heaven, why (houldſt 
thou fear Death, that doth bur pur thee into the attwal 
poſſeſſion of thy Inberutance, Emu eft mortem tinere qui ad 
Chriſtum nolit ire ; tjus eſt ad Chriſtum nolle ire,qui ſe nou 
credit cum Chriſto mncipere r:gnare , ſaith Cyprian, Let 
bim fear Death that 1s unwilling to go to Chriit ; let 
him be unwilling to go to Chriſt, thac doth not believe 
he is a Fojm-Heir with Chriſt in the Kin?dom of Hea- 
ven, The ſame Cyprian ſpeaks of a man that when he 
lay a dying, with ſome unwillingneſs and lothneſs to 
dye, had a Viſion of one like the Son of Man appearing 
by bim, ſaying to him with ſome kind of indignation, 
Pati timetw,exire non vultis,qud faciam pro vobus? You 
are afraid to ſuffer, you are not willing to depart, what 
ſhall I do for you ? O think what a ſhame it is for 
thoſe who when they do hope for this /xhersraxce, to be 
founmilling and loth todie, as that Feſus Chriſt ſhould 
have occaſion thus to ſpeak unto them. 

A fourth Duty we (hould learn from hence, is, To 
walk worthy of this Inheritance. And (o, 

Firſt, Far be it from thoſe who profeſi, and believe them. 
felves to be Heirs of Heaven, to k eager and couetons,and 
greedy of earth and earthly things. Ei Tis © Eamxrs, &c, 
If a King, ſaith Chryſoſtom, Fould take a Beggar from 
the Dunghil, and make him the Heir of his Crown,and 
5e afcer this ſhould go up and down a begging og 
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door to door, and be 2s ſolicicous owt his ragos and 
patched clothes, as he was before he was adopted to 
that Inheritance ; would not this be a diſgrace to him- 
ſelf and to the King that had adepted him? and would 
not all the World condemn him as a man of a baſe and 
dunghil ſpirit, unworthy cf that Honour, and that In. 
heritance that was calt upon him > For thee that art a 
Chriſtian, whom God hath taken from the Dunghil, 
and made an Heir of Heaven, fort thee to be as greedy * 
of the world, as gripple of a half-peny or a peny, as if 
thou wert one of the Worlas beggars (till, this is a 
baſe ignoble thing, unworthy of tuch an Heir as thou 
doſt pretend thy elf to be. Therefore abhor it, away 
with 1t, 

Secondly, If thou be an Heir of Heaven, labaur to be 
content with thy preſent conduton, whatever it beg 1n ex« 
pettation aud aſſurance of that Inheritance thou hopeſt for. 
There is many a great Heir, when he is in his minoruy 
lives in a pretty mean condition, and makes nathing 
of ir, bears ir all with patience, he knows it will be 
better with him one cay when he comes to Age, there 
is a fair Eltate coming to him, and in the thoughts of 
that he comforts himſelf in his preſent condition, So 
thou that art an Heir of Heaven, though at the preſent 
thou liveſt barely, and goeft near the wind, yet con- 
tent and comfort thy ſelf with this, Thow beſt a rich 
and glorions Inheritance reſerved for thee in the bighe#t 
Heavens, When once thou comeſt to the enjoyment of 
that, thou ſhalt be full aud want nothing, This was 
it which made the Patriarchs, eAbraham, Iſaac und Fa- 
cob content with a poor pilgrim life and condition, 8 
wandring ſtate and condition, becauſe they looked for 
a better Country ; and when this rook up their hearts, 
then they could chearfully fit down in their Tents, they 
could dwell in ſtrange Countries, they could go gon in 
G>edience 
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obedience to God, what way ſoever he called them, 
readily: and ſo ſhould we, 

Thirdly, Never free nor repine at the happineſs and 
profperity of the Wicked, When we ſee them (wimmins 
and bathing in all that affluence of good thinvs, wich 
Job or David expreſſeth, Job 21. and Pſalm 73. They 
have Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, and Gold and Silver, 
and Houſe and Lands, and Children to inherit them + 
* Thou, poor thou, haſt none of theſe things : but hatt 
tho! Heaven, though but in reverhon ? never tronble 
thy ielf, thy portion is an hundred thouſand times bet- 
ter than cheirs, Woas it any grief of heart, think ye,to 
Iſaac, to ſee the ſons of Ketwrah have great gifts be- 
flowed upon them by Abraham ; one of them, it may 
be, ſo many thouſand Yoak of Oxen, another fo many 
thouſand Sheep. and Camels, a third ſo many Talents 
of Gold and Silver ? as long as 1ſaac had the Inheri- 
tarce this was no grief of heart to him. Much good 
may it do them, thinks he, as long as the [nheritaxce is 
mine. So ſay thou, Much good may it do the World 
with all theix Wealth and Riches, as long as Heaven 
is mine I envy them not. Thus much for the two fiſt 
things. Heaven « an Inheritance. Thus Inheritance ts a 
Gi, fs 
= now to the third, and that is this z That God 
gives the Inheritance of Heaven to bus Children by bus 
wed, Therefore the Gift of this Inheritance 1s 1n part 
aſcribed to the Word, —#hich is able to build you wp, 
aud pive you an Inheritance.) A Father gives ſuch or 
ſuch an Inheritance to his Child by Teſtament, cr by 
Inftroment in writing : The Word of Ged it is Teſta- 
menu, it is Inflrumentum, whereby God conveyeth 
the Inheritance of Heaven to his Saints and Children, 

Pirſt, God reveals by his Word that there 1s ſuch an 


$rheritance reſerved in the Heavens; Which were 1t nor 
that 
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that God had revealed it in his Word, the weak heart 
of finful and fallen man could have no true notions or 
conceptions of : For eye hath not ſcen, nor car beard, 
neither can it enter into the heart of man to concerve, 
the things which God bath prepared for them that love 
him, |1he poor Heathens did ſtumble upon the No- 
tion of Ecernal rewards and puniſhments, bur alas, 
fell 2s far (hort of the true Notion of thoſe rewards 
and puniſhments as Earth is of Heaven ; But God bath 
revealed them unto us by his Spirit, 1 Cor,2.10, that is, 
by bis $ pert in bis Word, 

Secondly, As God reveals this Inheritance to us 
by his Word, ſo, ſecondly, God makes offer of thus In. 
heritance to 1 in his Word, and invites and calls us to 
the participation of it, 2 Theil. 2.13,14, God hath fron 
the beginning choſen you to Saluution, whereunto be cal- 
led you by our Goiþel, to the obtaining of the Glory of the 
Lord Jeſu Chriſt, 

Thirdly, As God revealeth this Inheritance, and 
calls and invites to the participation of it ; ſo God ix 
his Word ſpecifies who, and what manner of perſons they are 
PILE whom Þ ll beſtow it, Bleſſed are the poor un ſpit, 
for thears ts "ingdom of Heaven, — which the righ- 
treo Tulge ſhall give ; and not to me only, but to all that 
love bis appearing, 2 Tim. 4.8. 

Fourthly, God by bis Word begets thoſe that ave by 
his appointment and nomunation, the Heirs of this Eternal 
Salration, God by bis Word begets them again ta @ lively 
hope of this Glory, 1 Pet. 1. 3, 4. Bleed be God who 


hath begotten 1s again tos lively hope, to an Inherutance 
ancorrupuible, wndefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
(erved for ws mm the higheſt Heavens, And that this be. 
g2tting again it by the ad of God, ſee afterwards, 
Vers 23. Burg torn again, not of corrupiible ſerd, bus 
tncorruptible, by the Ward of God. 


Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, God by bis Word doth not only beget his 
People to a lively Hope of this Inhericance, but he 
prepares and fiis them for the poſſeſſion of it ; and makes 
wx meet to be partakgrs of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light, Col. x. 12. 

Now this, that God gives the Inheritance of Hea- 
ven by the Word, this in the uſe of ic, fill Lefpeaks 
our greateſt affettions for, our higheſt eſltem of , our con- 
ſtant, conſciextions attendence upon the Word” of God, as 
that which is, Patris noſtr: T oft ementum, Hereditarus 
noſtre Syngratha, & Inſtrumentum , The Will of our 
Heavenly Father, the Deed of Gift, and Inſtrument, 
whereby hz conveyeth -over unto us our Heavenly 
Inbetitante, How Sacred and Inviolable do men 
count their Father's Will and Teſtament 2 what ho- 
nour do they put upon it, what truſt and confidence do 
they repoſe in tt? Such, and infrnitly more than ſuch, 
ſhould be our honenr for, and our truſt in the Word of 
God, How precious do men count the Writings and 
Evidences whereby they hold their Inheritances? So, 
and infinitly more than ſo, precious ought the Word 
of God to be unto us, I; being that Inſtrument, 
whereby Heaven it (elf is paſſed over to us for our 
Inheritance. 

Which us able to build you up, and give you an 
Inheritance, among all them that are [4anil;(1ed, \ 

In which words you have the proper and diftinguiſh- 
ing Character of thoſe ro whom this Inheritance be- 
longs, and they are the Saints, or Sanctified ones, /t 
is an Inheritance among ALL THEM that are 
Sarttified, Where mark, z. The Reſtrittion of this 
Inberitance, it is limiced only ts them that are Santt:. 
fied, 2dly. The Extent of it, it is in common, to 
ALL THEM thu are ſantlifed, An Inhertance 
among all them that are ſanttified, 
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T ſhall for the better diipatch put both theſe Parti- 
culars into one Doctrine, namely, 

That Heaven ts the Inheritance of all Saints, and only 
of Saints, Or, 

Heaven 1s only for them that are Saxitified, and for all 
chem, Or thus, 

No unſarttified perſon ſhall ever enter into Heaven : 
Nor no Santhified Perſon ſhall ever miſſe of Hea- 
ven, 

The Negative, That Ne #»ſanitified perſon ſhall ever 
enter into Heaven, This 18 proved by clear and expreſs 
Scripture, 1 Cor. 6.9. K now ye not that the unright eons 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God : Be not deceived, 
netther Fornicators, nor Idelaters, mir ge Adulterors, nor 
T heeves, nor Coverons, nor Drunkards, &c. ſhall ever 1n- 
herit the Kingdom of God, Rev.21, 27, It is ſaid of 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, there ſhall in no wiſe exter into ut 
any thing that defileth. Heb, 12, 14, Without holineſs 
ns man [hall ſee the Lord; therefore no unſanStified per- 
ſon ſhall ever enter into Heaven, 

And for the ſecond Branch which is Afhrmative, 
That every Santlified Perſon ſhallinberit Heaven : That 
no Saritified Perſon (hell miſs of Heaven, This is as clear 
in Sctipture : Therefore 1t is called the Inheritance of 
the Saints, Col. 1, 12. becauſe all, and every of the 
Saints, ihe lzalt as well as the greateſt, have an equal 
{hare in this [aberrrance, And indeed, Santtification 
1s but the earneſt, the firſt fruits, the infancy of Glory, 
and canno mwayes be ſeparared from ir, and it is as im» 
yoſhible that any one that 1s truly SanRtified ſhould 
miſs of Heaven, as ſt is impoſſible for any unſanctihed 
perſon toenter into Heaven, For, 

Firſt, Sarilification and Glorificatron , Holineſs and 
Heaven are jojned together in the Appointment and De- 
ereeof God, Whom God hath predelitinated to Heaven, 
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be hath predeſtinated to Holinzſs ; and whom he hath 
predeſtinated to Holineſs, He hath predeſtinated to 
Heaven. Epheſ.1. 4,5. According as he bath choſen us 
in him before the foundations of the world, that we ſhould 
be holy, without blame before him in love : Having pre- 
deſtinated us to' the Adoption of  Chilir:n by Jeſus Chriſt 
wwo himſelf, &c. Mark, whom G04 hath predeitinzted 
to be Children, and fo Heirs of Heaven, he hath choſen 
to Holineis. Heaven and Holineſs are joyned together 
in God's Decree of Predeltination. 

Seeondly, Heaven and Holineſs are joyned together in 
the. Purchaſe. \ Look how many Chrilt hath purchaſed 
Heaven for, ſo many he hath purchaled Holinels for. 
Heb. 13. 12, Feſus, that he might ſanttifie the People 
with bis own blood, ſuffered without the gate, Mark, '* 
ſus Chrift ſhed his blood, nor only that he mignt Save 
his People, but that he might Sazttifie his People ; and 
not one Perſon more will bz ſaved by the blood of -Jz- 
ſus, than are ſanRifed by the blood of Jelns. Hea- 
ven and Holineſs are joyned together in the Pur- 
chaſe of the Son, as well as in th: Purpoſe of the Fa- 
ther. 

Thirdly, As Heaven and Holineſs ave joyned together 1n 
the Parpoſe of the Father, and in the Purchaſe f the Son, 
ſo they are joyned together in the Work, of the Spirit, 
None are called efteually by the holy Ghoſt to the 
participation of Heaven and Glory, but ſuch as are 
fiſt called by the ſame Spirit unto Sanctification and 
Holineſs - nor none are effeQually called by the Spiric 
unto SanRification and Holineſs, but are called at the 
ſame inſtant unto Heaven and Glory. 2 Theſſ. 2. 13, 
Be are bound to give thanks alwaes to God for you, Bre- 
thren, beloved of the Lord, becanſe God bath from the be- 
ginming choſen you to Salvation, through the Santhfication 


of che Spirit, and belief of the Truth, wherennto He _ 
calle 
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Lord Feſws Chriſt, Mark, whom God calleth by the 
Goſpel to Glory, he calls by the ſame Gofpel ro be- 
lief of the Truth, and Sanctihcation of the Spiric : 
So that you ſee, Heaven and Holinefs are joyned to- 
gether in the Purpoſe of the Father, in the Purchaſe 
of the Son, in the Operation of the Spirit : And 
therefore it 1s not poſlible that ever any that are not 
holy ſhould obtain Heaven ; and as impoſſible that 
ever any that ate truly holy (hould miſs of the Heaven- 
ly Inheritance, 

Now this, that no unſanCtified perſon ſhall ever en- 
ter into Heaven, nor no SanRified Perſon ſhall ever 
miſs of Heaven; this inthe uſe of it may be as tertible 
to all unſan&ified ones, as comfortable to all theSaints. 

Firſt, This may be a ſound of Fears in the cars and 
bearts of all unſanilified ones, 1s it impoſſible that 
ever any unſanctified one ſhould enter intoHeaven,as 
you ſee itis? Othen think, O then think of this, and 
tremble, you that deſpiſe Holineſs, you that mock and 
jeer at Holineſs think of this; you, all you, who ever 
you be that are #nboly,though you have not yet arrived 
at that height of Dyaboliſm, as to mock and jeer, and 
hate Holineſs, yet you do not love it, nor regard it, 
nor care to be Holy, bur are content to continue 1n 
your finful and unſanRified eltace. In the fear of 
God, I beſeech you, conſider with your ſelves z you 
know you muſt not live in this world alwayes ; you 
ſee many dye before you, old and young ; and it is 1m- 
poſſible but you ſhould think, though few of you con- 
ſider it, yet it is impoſhble but you ſhould think, that 
you your ſelves mutt die, and you do not know hovyy 
ſoon : Now think of it in the fear of God, 1 beſecch 
you, When-ever you die, be it ſooner or later ; when« 
ever you die, if you be n—_—_— think what mill be- 

come 


kd 


66 
come of you : WhithC hat ye 20 when you 20 from 
hence, think you > Do you think to go to Heaven, to 
receive this Tnherirance in Life and Glory ? Alas, 
poor creature, it 1s impoſſible, how ever thou haſt 
flattered thy (elf, it may be this many a year, with 
hop2s of going to Heaven when thou dieſt, it is im- 
poſſible, unlels it be poſſible for God the Father to alter 
his purpoſe and decree : And whereas he once decreed 
that none ſhould be ſaved but thoſe that were firlt an. 
etified; now to make a contrary Decree,for the ſaving 
of thoſe that never were,nor Would be Saints: It is im- 
poſſible for thee that art unſanified to go Heaven, un- 
leſs it be poſſible for the Son of God to "become incar- 
nate and ſuffer Death again, to purchaſe Heaven for 

thoſe whom he never ſan&ified, nor never intended 

to ſan&ife by his Blood; it is ;mpoſſible for thee to 
26 to Heaven, unleſs it be poſſible for God the Holy. 
Ghoſt toalter his method, and ſeparate thoſe things in 
his working, Wiich God hath joyned together in his 
Word, Thereforz flatter not thy ſelf, deceive not 
thy ſelf with hopes of Heaven ; but know that Heaven 
is everliſtingly ſhut again!t thee, whatever thou be, 
if thou beelt not ſanRified and holy; though thou haſt 
carried thy ſelf never {0 Jui ily and ſquarely, thoug! 


thou give Much Alms to the Poor, though thou be bap- 
tized, and profes to believe in Chriſt, though thou 
r{102 the Scriptures, and pray in thy Family, "though 


thou come to he C hurch, and hear the Word, and re- 
ceive the Sacrament, yea though thou kalt ſome fits 
of ſc 17ow for thy fin, yea though thou confeflett and 
leaveſt thy (in, and beelt forward and frequent 1n 
Contian $9: My \ ani in the Dunes of Relivion ; 
yet if thou Heelt not .: 4: broughout, there 15 an 
werer impoth! ty of thy ever entering into Hegven, 
Feaven is a mo!t boly place, and 1t is imp-llidle for 
2ny 
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any but thoſe that are truly and really holy, to find en- 
trance and abode there, And if it were poſſible for any 
unſanAtified wretch to creep and ſeal into Heaven, 
Heaven would either ſpe him out 2gain, and deliver ir 
ſelf of ſuch an unſavory burden, or break 1» pieces 
under him, and let him fink down to Hell, his own 
place, for ever. There is, they ſay, ſuch a repugnan- 
cy in ſome kind of Glaſs, and Earth, as your Femce. 
Glaſs, and Porcellane or China Diſhes, that if a Spider 
or a Toad, or any ſuch venemous creature be put into 
them, they would break in pieces preſently. Truly ſo 
would Heaven if an unſanctified finner ſhould enter 
there, There is ſuch a Repugnancy b:tween Heaven 
the moſt holy place, and the molt unholy heart of eve= 
ry unſan&ifed finner, that Heavex would even rent 
and break in pieces if ſuch a creature ſhould appear 
there ; yea, if an unſantified finner ſhould get into 
Heaven, he wonld be weary of Heaven, as well as 
Heaven would he weary of him ; he would even with 
himſelf our again; the Place is no wayes fit for him,the 
Perſons that are there no company for him, the Actions 
that are done there no imployment for him ; God will 
never admit any into Heaven, that ſhall be a burden 
ro Heaven, and to whom Heaven alto thall be a 6«r- 
den » Heaven would be to the unſanified finner but 
as the dryland is to the Fiſh; therefore no unſanRified 
perſon ſhall ever enter into Heaven, 

'hink therefore, © thou that art unſanRihed, think 
whither thou art going * if thou die this night, as for 
any thing thou knowett thou mayelt die rhis night, 
think what will become of thee, whither thou ſhalt 
£0: to Heaven thou canſt not, it is impoſhible ; whi- 
ther then? whither muſt thou then go? O mightſt 
thou die, as doth the Ox and the Aſs, whoſe ſoul perith 


whith theix body; and as it is educed & potentia materia, 
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ſo it periſtheth with the matter and ſubſtance of the bo- 
dy : if thy foul might do ſoroo, O how happy ſhould(i 
thou be,in compariſon of what thou ſhalt be if thou die 
in an unſanctified condition ! but alas, poor creature, 
L.1y foul 1s immortal, thy ſoul muſt have a being for 
ever; therefore there muſt be ſome place, ſome 6, 
in which thy ſoul muſt be for ever. And what, is that 
T his Inheritance among the Saints in Light ? Ah! No, 
No, there 1s another place, and another inheritance 
appointed tor thee. Reade thy portion in Kevel.28, 1, 
But the Fearful, and Unbelieving, and Abominable, and 
Murderers, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and Ido- 
laters, and all Liars fhall bave their part in the Lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone, which is the Second death; 
thy portion 18 everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and 
his argels, Thy portion hath Wh with the Devil and 
his angels in finning here; thou hatt caſt in thy lot with 
them 1n fin here , and thou muſt, whether thou wilt or 
no, receive thy portion and rake thy lot with them in 
ſ{uftzring hereafter. Bur, 

In the ſecond place ; T hrs 's as comfortable to them 
that ave Saullified , as it us t:17;ble to the Wnſantbificd, 
For, as it is impollible that any UnſanRihed perſon 
thould enter into Heaven; ſo, it is as impoſlible that 
any Sandtified one, truly ſanStified, ſhould mils of 
Heaver. Thou that art a Saivt, how mean and poor 
ſoever, how weak ſoever thy Grace be, how 1mpetr- 
fe ſcever thy SanGtitication be, yet if thou beelt one 
that is truly ſanQtitied, though thou beeli never (o lictle 
and low in thine own eyes ; though, with Pau!, thou 
Jook upon thy ſelf as one that is /eſ# then the leaſt of all 
Saints, as the leaſt in all thy Father's Family ; yer 1 
autre thee from the Lord, thou ſhalt ſurely go to He4- 
ven ; yea, thou thalt not only go to Heaven, and have 
tome trrle corner of Heaven for thine, (though,O whac 
Cave 
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cauſe of joy and triumph would that be to ſome poor 
ſoul, if they mighr but be ſare of the /eaſt corner in Hea- 
ven) but I tell thee, whole Heaven ſhall be thine ; tor 
thou art an Heir, the Inheritance belongs to thee, as 
much as to Avraham, or lſaac, or David, or Peter, or 
Paul, or any the moſt glorious of Saints that ever was 
upon the Earth, or that is in Heaver. 

For this know, in the firit place, That though men ds 
vet make all therr children Heirs, yet God doth, Men uſu- 
ally ſattle the Inheritance upon the fir{t-born or eldeſt, 
and turn all the reſt off with ſmall portions. But God 
doth not ſo ; all his Children, Sans and Daughters 
both, they are all Heirs; not only Avraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob, and the Patriarchs, who were ( as I mayſay) 
God's eldeſt Sons , not only they are his Heirs, nor only 
the Lord Feſt Chriſt, who 18 the firſt-bory of every crea 
ture ; not only He 1s an Heir, but even thou, who ever 
thou beeſt, though the pooreſt, weakett Saint, thou art 
an Heir of God, and Foyut-heir with Chriſt, 

Secondly, As thou art an Heir, ſo the whole Inbers- 
tance is thine, If a man had ten or twenty Sons, and 
were reſolved to make them all his Heirs, he could not 
ive the whole Inheritance to every one of them, but 
muſt divide it into ſo many parts, as he had Sons, and 
give to every one but his piece of the whole Inheri- 
tance. But now thou that art a Saint, thou art an Heer, 
and the | whole Inheritance 15 thine | All the Glory of 
God, all the good things of God are thine, intirely 
thine, as if thou hadſt them to thy ſelf alone, and 

there were none to ſhare in them behides thy felf : Hee 
Hereditas non imns;nuttur copia poſſeſſorum, ntc fit angu- 
ſrror Heredum Numeroſitate; ſed tanta eft multts, quanta 
pancss, tant fingults, quanta emnibus, (auth Auguſtine ; 
this Inheritance 14 not leſſened by the Multitude of thoſe tht 
poſſeſs it, nor made narrower for the Numerouſne(i of m—_— 
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but 1t is 4s preat to many, as if they were few, ai large to 
every ſingle perſon as it #s to all, This is very fignih- 
cantly expreſled by the Apoſtle Paul, Cel, 1. 12, 
where he calls it an Inheritance among the Saints tn 
Light. You know Light is a thing of that nature 
that it cannot be divided : If there be twenty, or an 
handred men in a Room, and there be but one light 
among them, that light is not parted into twenty or an 
hundred peices, but every man enjoyeth the benefit of 
the light, as fully and wholly to himielf, as 1f there 
were none but he in the Room, Or as it is with the 
light of the Sun, or. the Heavens ; all the men in the 
world that have eyes in their heads to ſee, rhey have 
211 a like ſhare in, anda like benetit by the light of the 
Sur, and they do as fully enjoy it, as if evety man 
had it to himſelf alone, So it 1s with the [nhervtance 
of Heaven, all that are in Heaven do poſleſs it every 
one fully, and entirely, it 1s wholly the enjoyment of 
every one in Weaven, even as the light of the Sun 1s 
the enzoyment of every one upon Earth, 

Thirdly, Thou that art a Saint, how mean and weak 
ſoever, as thou art an Hcir, and the Inheritance 18 
wholly thine ; ſo, thirdly, this [nberitance 15 certain to 
thee, thou canſt no wayes miſs it. Indeed, Inheri- 
tances that are lefr, or given men, many times prove 
preat uncertainties, Many an H-1r is cozencd or baf- 
fled of his fair Eſtate; and many a youny Prodigal 
enickly ſouanders away th:t Inheritance Which his 
Father w:th a great deal of toil and care had gar for 
him : But this /zberitance 18 ſubject to no fuch mil- 
chance, the Dewil-himſelf cannot cozen thee of this 
[nheritance, he cannoe wreſt it from thee neither by 
force nor fraud; nor ganſt thou mortgage, or totteit, or 
any other wayes inhezel thine Inheritance. It 1s an 
Inieance reſerved for you in the high:ft Heavens ; and 
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as this Inheritance 1s reterved for you, io ou are and? 
ſhall be reſerved unto it ; a$it follows in the very next 
words, Who are kept by the Power of God, through Faith, 
unto Salvation, x Pet. 1.5. 

Fourthly, As thou att an Heir, and as the Inher;- 
rance is thine, and wholly thine, and ſurely thine ; to 
in the fourth place, Thu Inheritance 1s 4a mo/t rich and 
glorious Inhervtance. Ita man were an Heir, and had 
the whole Inhentance to himſelf, and were ſure that 
he could not loſe it ; yet after all this it may be but a 
poor and ſlender Inheri:ance, farfrom any ſufhciency 
for a livelihood, But now this Inheritance it is 4 ſuſh- 
ciency, and not only a bare {ufticiency, but amplixe, 
ſomething more. Therefore the Apoſile, ſpeaking of 
it, calls it, 3 air 73s Sifnc Tas 22necrouins als, The 
Riches of the Glory of this Inheritance, Mark, the Apo- 
{tle ſpeaking of ehis Inheritance, tpeaks not onely of 
the Riches of this Inheritance, nor only cf ehe Glory 
of this Inheritance , but of the Riches and Glory, yea, 
of the Riches of the Glory of this Inheritance ; to theW, 
that it is indeed an Inheritance molt rich and glorious. 
This Inheritance is fo rich, ſo glorious, that Eye hath 
wot ſeen, ear bath not heard, neither hath it entered into 
the _ of man tocomeive of it, Now thou that art a 
Saint, ls Inheritance, this rich and plorions Inhert- 
taxce, It is thine, wholly thine, ſurely thine, Othen 
what cauſe haſt thou to be c« »mf "red and rejoyce in 
this thy portion, to ſing David's Song of Praiſe, Pſal, 
16.6, T he lines art (allen to me 1n pleaſant places, 1 bave 
a goodly Heritage, 

In the third place, Is it (o, that not one that 18 un- 
ſanRihed (hall ever enter into Heaven, nor no one 
that is ſanctihd ſhall ever miſs of Heaves ; Then all 
you that deſire Fraven, that hope for Heaven, labowr to 
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be holy ; for, without Holineſs, you hope for Heaven 
in yam: For though Holineſs be not Cauſa Cels, yer 
:cis Vigad Calum; though 1t be not the moving or me- 
ricing cauſe for Which God gives Heaven and Happineſs 
tous, yet it is cauſa ſine que non, as isclear in that 
Text, Withodt Holineſs noxe can ſee the Lord, And the 
truth is, Holineſs 18 that life and Rate begun upon 
Earth, which is perfected ard perpetuated in Hea- 
ven to all Eternity : And that man never is nor 
ſhall be a glorious Sat in Heaven that is not firſt a 
gracious Saint upon Earth, A man muſt be an Infant 
b:fore he be a Man : Grace is vhs Infancy of Glory, O 
therefore, every one of you, deſire Holineſs, ſeck, Ho. 
linefs, pray for Holineſs, firive, labour after Holineſs, 
25 you would defire , ſeek, pray for, firive, -laboux 
after Heaven it ſelf. oline's being that intrinſecal 
eualification, which though 1t Co not make you eÞ:e, 
yet it makes you "in ; though it do not make you 
wirthy of Heaven, yet it makes you meet, ard. fit te 
be parinkers of that Inheritance which 1s amongit the 
Saints iz Light, 

Now the God of Peace ſa life you ! hroughout : and F 
pray Ges your whole ſpirit, ſoul ard body be preſerved 
6lameleſs unto the coming of the Lori Jeſus Chriſt, 


[ Ar now by the Providence of God upen the point 
of leaving, not only yo':, but the Land, and 1 know 
not whether ever -thall ſee the face this Aſemblie 
any mote; and 1 would fain before wepart | commend 
398 (19 God, | and leave you in the | Amns of Hus ever 
lating Mercy, 2nd the Bojome of hu infrute Love] 4 
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O that I could do this Bs bed and with 
dence concerning every one of you! Concerning ſowe 

you, 1 profeſs I can, and that upon the ſame account, 
that the Apofiles commended the Churches unto God, 
in Atts 14. 23, They commended them to the Lord on 
whom they believed, Well might the Apoſtles, and with 
holy boldneſs, commend theſe Chriſtians to the Lord, 
whom they knew to be Believers, whom they knew 
not only to have given up their »«es to Chrilt in an 
open and vikble profeſſion, but to have believedin 
him by a true and lively Faith, and to have received 
him for their LORD and KING, as well asfor 
their Prieſt and Prophet. A Miniſter may deliver up 
luch a People to God with as much confidence and aſ- 
{urance, as a man can deliver up his child into the 
arms of his own deareſt, and molt indulgent father. 
And ſuch are ſome of you, and through Grace many 
of you, Believer: not in name only, and profeſſion, but 
indeed and in truth, and in power : Such I can heartily, 
confidently, and comfortably commend unto Ged, and 
leave with him,in full afſurance thac He will never leave 
you, nor forſake you ; in full aſſurance that however 
things goin Dedbaw, however things go in England, 
however things go with your ſelves as to the concern. 
ments of this life, it ſhall be well with you to Eternt- 
ty. 
O that I could think thus, and ſpeak thus, and hope 
thus of you all; But are there not with you, even wh 
you alſo, raners againſt the Lord ! are there not ſome among 
you, whom if a Miniſter ſhould deal with according t0 
Goſple Rule, the ſhould rather deliver to Satan, thas com- 
mend to God? Are there not ſome among you Whoſe 
Crime and Charatter, if not Name, may be found in 


that back Bill of men excommunicate in Heaven, and 
from 
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om Heaven, which the Apoſtle preſerits you, 2 Cor. 
*, 9, where he reckons up ten (ſeveral ſorts of ſinners 


Har! are excluded from the Kingdom of God, . Net- 


iher Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Ef- 
fewkinate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor 
[beeves, nor Coveteous, nor Drunkards, ner Revilers, 
nor Extortionerty [hall inherit the Kingdom of Ged: And 
are there not ſome ſuch as theſe among you 2 Are 
taere not ſame that walk,, of whom I have tald you often, 
and now even tell you weeping, that they are enemies to the 
Croſs. of Chrilt ? whoſe end # deſtruition, whoſe belly ts 
their gol, whoſe glory is thew ſhame, who mund earthly 
thrrgs, Phil. 3.18, Doyou think a poor Miniſter, 
after above twenty years (pent amongluch a People, in 
traitleſs and unluccesful labours, can with conhdence 
commend ſuch wxto God ? O Sis, What (hall I ſay to 
you 2 what ſhalt Ido for you ? 

Parents when they lye a dying, and are about to 
cammend,as ch2it own ſouls, ſo their children to God, 
puta difference between good and bad, berween gre- 
cums and graceleſs children, Look over Gen. 49. and 
yeu-thall nnd that good old Facoh doth hot commend 
Kenben, Simeon and Levi to God in ſuch amanner, as 
hz commends Judah, Joſeph and Bexjamia,'i and ſome 
her of his children. And bhave heard of a Godly 
Parent , tha: having ſeveral caildren, waereof one 
vat notoriouſly wicked and prophane z when the Pa- 
reat lay a dying,ail the Children were called together 
co arrend at his death, and there the Parext gave iC- 
veral Prayers and Bleſſings to the ſeveral Children, 
commending them to God, But as for yow, (ſaith the 
Parent, to one- that was wicked and gracelets) Child, 
al for you, 1 can lotk, for no other but to glorifie God in your 


1ff condemnation to Hell, at the Day of Judgment, 4 A 
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ſad ſpeech for a dying Parent to leave at his laſt words 
to a poot Child, which yet God in infinite mezey turned 
ro good. % 

Should I ſpeak thus concerning any of you, it woula 
be more grievous to my ſelf, than to ſome of you, it 
may be. But the Lord knows this will be the portion 
of many of God's Miniſters in that Great Day ; the 
Lord grant it be not mize. Bur many of God's Miniſters 
will be called obr as butter witneſſes in that Day againki 
their Peoples ſouls ; and God will ſay unto them, Did 
not fuch, and ſuch, live under your Miniſtry ? did 
you not warn them of their (ins ? of their drunkenneſs, 
fornication, wncleanneſs, lying, ſwearing, worldlineſs, ſe- 
curity, neglett of holy Duties ? Did you not remonitrate 
to them the evil of their wayes ? did you not call them, 
invite, exhort, perſwade them to repentance ? did you 
not foretel them of this Day, and of the Wrath and 
Vengeance prepated for ſinners? did you not acquaint 
them with my Name ? 1d you not promiſe them Par- 
don and Forgroeneſs, Heaven and Happineſs upon condi- 
tion of. theut Repentarce, Faith, and new Obedience ? O 
my Brethren, when God 1n the preſence of ts holy 
Angels and Saints ſhall put theſe interrogatories to-us 
his poor Miniſters, that have ſpoken to you 11 his Name ;; 
What ſhall we ſay, what can we ſay ? Mult we, can 
we, dare we, think you, to excuſe, of extennate you 
wick:eneſles, lye again{t the Truth, and © our own 
ſouls, and lay, we have not warned you, We have not 
ad momſhed you, exborted, perſwaded you, when our cor- 
ſciences know we have, and your conſciences know 1t 
too> We muſt ſay, Lord, thow knoweſt all things, and 
thou knoweſt we have in ſome meaſure of rruth, through 
Grace,though with much human infirmity, ſought and dr- 
fire and endeavonred the ſalvation of theſe mens ſonls,a of 


ory 
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or own : We have many and many a time waeyned them, 
and that with tears #7 but they would not be warned : 
We ave perſwaded them with all the arguments our 
eaſon, helped by thy Grace, could invent, but the 
would not be perſwaded ; we have entreated them wir 
all the moſt urgent and afte&ttonate importunity we 
could uſe, but they would not be entreated, 
Then will the Lord ſay unto us, his poor Miniſters, 
I pronounce you pure, and innocent frons the blood of theſe 
men, O bleſſed, O joyful Word for m! But as for you, 
He will ſay unto you, Your deſtruttion be upon your own 
beads, Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
Devil and his angels. O doleful word for you to hear ! 
and dalefwl for us now to think of, while we are in this 
fleth. Butler me tell you, all creature relations and 
affettions ſhall in the Saints be ſo ſwallowed up inthe Glory 
of God, and inthe joy of their own Salvation, that Saints 
and Angels ſhall rejoxce in the condemnation of all wicked 
and ungodly mrn ; and with loud 'acclamations (hall ſong 
Halleln;jahs,Salvation,and Glory, and Honour, and Power 
wntothe Loyd oy God ; for True and Righteous are bis 
Tudnmen!s. 
Bur Ab Brethren, my hearts defire, and prayer, is for 
wu all, that you may all be ſaved, Shall I therefore be 
bold with you, yea Brethren, let me be bold with you in the 
$-ord. I have neard of a very holy and emunently learned 
ani pivus man, that lying upon his death- 
Mr,Boirox, hed, and having his Children about him, 
among other things, he uſed this remark- 
able exprefſion ; 1 charge you, ſaith he, that xone of you 
dave to appear before me in the Day of Judgment, mm an 
»nconverted conduion. Intimating that if they did, he 
{ould be one of the firft that ſhould Rand up as a 
'v1enels againſt them, | | 
Gave 
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Give me leave to uſe a like expreſhon unto you, 7 4 


' poor unworthy Miniſter of Feſws Chriſt, yet bus Mi- 


niſter unto you, 1 hope ſor good, that have often here- 
tofore admoniſhed, and tharged you in bis Name, be- 
ing now by His Providence to leave you, never more to 
ſee your faces, nor to ſfeak, to you in His Name any 
more; 1 charge you all from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
from the leaft to the greateft ; 1 charge you before 
Gad, and the Lord Feſws (hrift, who jhall judge the 
quick, and the dead at His Appearing, and before all 
the holy Angels, whe are preſent , and Witneſſes to 
theſe words, 7 charge you, That none of you appear in 
the Day of Judgment, in an unconverted condition ; 
left even theſe words of mine, be brought in on that 
Day as a Witneſs again#t you, 

eAnd zow, Brethren, I commend you to God ; having 
thus adzwouiſhed you , thus warned you, thus charged 
you ; you thatare yet in your fins, / now commend you 
tos God, O that God would make this laſt Warnmng, 
this laſt Admorition, this laſt Charge, tneſe laſt Words 
more efteRual, than a thouland ochers have been : 
That as Sampſon flew more Philiſtixes at his death, than 
in all his /zfe, ſo I might be the happy Inttrument,rs 
jave more Souls now at wy departure from you, than in all 
my life before, I can do no more bur commend you to 
God, thar Gold who 017 es being ro things trat are nor, i 
WRo is able ro raiſe the dead, wio 15 able even of 
ſlones to raiſe wp children unto Abraham, That great, 
and mighty, and almighty God {hew his Saving Power 
:1 yozs, and in you, Thoſe that are dead in their fins 
and treſpailes, God Almighty quicken you ; you that 
are yet hardened in your lins, God Almighty humble 
39:8, ſoften you, change you, make you of ſtones the ſons 
and daughters of Abraham, And as for you, my dear- 
t 


_ ( 78) 
| beloved Brethren, that are converted, and in the ſtate | 
Grace already, 1 commend you to God, ag unto a gra- 
Cons, reconciled, tender, merciful, indulgent, alſuſfici- 
"ent Father ; he will be unto you a litle Sauttuary, 
Exk, 11.16, He will be unto you a place of broad 
Rivers, and Streams, Ia. 33.21. He hath begun 4 

ood Work, in you, and will perform it to the Day of 

briſt, 1 am confident, Philip, 1. 6, Be not arx:0uſty 
careful what you ſhall do, what ſhall become of you ; 
take heed of Security, Luke-warmneſs , leaving your 
Firſt-Love ; Remember former Times ; Do your f(t 
Works ; ſtrengthen the things that remain, that are ready 
to dye. And God he us able to keep you, and be ts faith- 
| ful, and will keep you from falling, and preſent you fault- 


leſs before the preſence of his Glory with exceeding joy. 

Jude 24, 25. Now to Him that i able to ds this, to 
GOD onely Wiſe, be Glory, Majeſty, Dominion and 
Power, both now, and for ever, Amen, 
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